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MOYES SERVICE CENTRE 

SYDNEY 

Back in full operation after the 1990 European season. 
- Custom made harnesses - Wedgy, front entry Pod & Pod lite, XACT II 
- Harness modification & repairs 
- Chute repacks - all types 
- Hang Glide sail & frame repairs from the only approved MOYES SERVICE CENTRE (outside the factory) 
- Glider tuning & testing 
- Hang Glider & Paraglider tuition, licence examination 
- Paraglider repairs 
- Parachute bridle replacement 
- MOYES equipment sales & service (many parts in stock) 
- All makes of gliders serviced at discount rates 

- Second hand equipment (sold only after inspection) 
- Test flights arranged (hang glider and paraglider) 

Custom paraglider reserve chute systems (long or short bridle) 
Tandem flights 

- Books and accessories 
- Overseas and Australian qualified 

For further information contact: 
Air Support 
1/32 Sea beach Avenue 
Mona Vale NSW 2103 

Forrest Park 
PH. 02 997 2238 or 02 450 2674 



S
kysailor appears 12 times per year as a 
service to members. For non-members 

living in Australia the subscription is Aus. $48 
pa. Overseas magazine subscription is Aus. 
$65 (sent SAL). Cheques should be made 
payable to and sent to HGFA. 

Contributions are needed. Articles, 
photographs and illustrations are all accept
able although the editor reserves the right to 
edit or delete contributions where necessary. 

Articles of unknown origin will NOT be 
published and all contributions should be ac
companied by the contributor's name, address 
and HGFA number for verification purposes. 

Neither HGFA nor the editor assume respon
sibility for the material or opinions presented 
In Skysailor. 

Copyright in Skysailor is vested in the HGFA. 
Copyright in articles and other contributions is 
vested in each of the authors in respect of their 
contribution. 

ADVERTISING 

Advertising rates are available from the Editor. 
All ads must be paid in advance. Layout, 
separations and extra work incur additional 
cost. 

Skysailor Contributions 

All Skysallor contributions should be sent to: 

Marie Jeffery 
PO Box 401 

ALSTONVILLE 2477 
Fax: (066) 281988 
Ph: (066) 280356 

8am-8pm 

Keep the articles coming II 

We will give $50 per month for the best cover 
photo sent in. It can be a black and white, 
colour photo or slide. 

All photos will be sent back if requested . 
Please supply a stamped, self addressed en
velope for their return. 

ADDRESSES 

All correspondence, including membership 
renewals, short term memberships, rating 
forms and other administrative matters should 
be sent to: 

HANG GLIDING FED. OF AUSTRALIA 
PO Box 558 
TUMUT NSW 2720 
Tel (069) 472888 

PRESIDENT 
Richard Reitzin 
Ph (02) 2353033 W 
or (02) 3651533 H 

July 1991 

ADMINISTRATOR 
Ian Jarman 
(069) 472888 

For information about ratings, sites and other 
local matters, contact the appropriate state as
sociation or club. 

Southern Region NSW 
27 Porter Ave 
Mt Waringal NSW 2528 
Pres. James Nathaniel (042) 971923 
Sec. Harry Docking (042) 96n96 
Tres. Stuart Andrews (064) 576190 
Safety & Training: Mark Mitsos (042) 674570, 
Jo McNamara (042) 942305 

NSWHGA Inc Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood 
gds, Double Bay NSW 2028, (02) 3274484 

ACTHGA Sth Qld 
PO Box 3496 PO Box 1319 
Manuka 2603 Springwood 4127 
Sec. Garth Wimbush Phil Pritchard 
(062) 2477526 H (075) 395616 

James Christenson, 
Nth Qld: Warwick Gill Sec. & PR 
(070) 53n68 (07) 2026342 H 

8642788W 

VlcHGA 
PO Box 400 
Prahran 3181 
Sec. John Hanna 
(03) 5985835 H 

SAHGA 
1 Sturt St 
Adelaide 5000 
Sec. Rob Woodward 
(08) 2130600 

HGAWA 
PO Box 82 
South Perth 6151 
Sec. Danny Byrne 
(09) 3873605 

TasHGA 
28 Benwerrin Court 
Norwood 7250 

Sec. Steve Richards 
(003) 447101 H 
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CLUBS 
Canungra Hang 
Gliding Club (Brls.) 
Pres. Jon Durand 
(075) 333611 
Sec. Bruce Blackshaw 
(07) 3782395 

Central Coast HG 
Club (NSW) 
Pres: Alf Piper 
(043) 682280 
V.Pres: Bob Bentley 
(043) 331812 
Sec: Gary Moulston 
(043) 851254 
2nd Wed Tuggerah 
Lakes Mem Club 

Kosciusko Alpine 
Paragliding Club 
Pro Guenther Janssen 
(064) 562276 
Sec. Stuart Andrews 
(064) 576190 

North East Victorian 
HG Club Inc 
Brian Webb 
(057) 551753 

Cudgegong Valley 
HG Club 
Sec. Geoff Eustace 
(063) 722432 

Capricorn Skyrlders 
lIIawarra Hang Club 
Gliding Club Inc Brian Smith 
Meet: Shellharbour Rockhampton 
Surf Club 1st Wed (079) 287858 
ea month Contact Harry Shane Newell 
Docking (042) Yeppoon 
96n96 H or (042) (079) 393769 
564388W 

Stanwell Park Club 
Pres. Jo McNamara 
(042) 942305 

Byron Bay H.G. Club 
Pres. Ric Caster 

Sec. Derrick Inglis 
(042) 942305 
meet 6pm 1st Sun 
ea month 

Gladstone HG Club 
6 Edward St 
Boyne Island 4680 
Pres. Pat Purcell 
(079) 792562 
Sec. Craig Anderson 

Northern Beaches 
HG Club (Sydney) 
Pres: John Haile 
(02) 9822635 
Sec: Peter Cairns 
(02) 4162370 

Central West HG Club 
Pres - Len Paton 
(068) 537220 
Sec. Jenny Ganderton 
(068) 537220 
Tres. Mark Madden 
(063) 622927 

(066) 280356 
Sec. Shirley lake 
(066) 858147 
meet 1st Wed 
each month 

Cairns Hang Gliding 
Club (Qld) 
Nev Akers 
(070) 512438 W 
Warwick Gill 
(070) 537768 H 

Sunshine Coast HG 
Club (Qld) 
Sec. Steve Johnson 
(074) 941867 
Pres. Robert Keen 
(074) 455642 

Upper Blue Mts 
HG Club 
Pres Glen Thompson 
(063) 531239 
Sec. Lucas Trihey 
(047) 871480 

Newcastle HG Club Mid North Coast HG 
Pres Richard McWhinney AS80C (NSW) 
(049) 549415 Pres. Craig Worth 
Sec. Jeff Blunt (065) 592713 
(049) 487491 Sec. Ben Leonard 
"PG" Ian Ladyman (065) 821966 H 
(049) 498946 Fx (065) 835972 W 

Lower Blue Mts 
HG Club 
Pres. Garry Carr 
(02) 6444249 AH 
(02) 2958040 BH 
Rolf Muller 
(02) 735212 H 

Sky High 
Paragliding Club 
Pres. Scott Beresford 
(03) 4806441 ah 
Sec. Julie Beresford 
(03) 4806441 ah 

Eastern H.G. Club 
Peter Batchelor 
(03) 7353095 
Greg Withers 
(03) 8763981 meet 
3rd Wed Olinda 
Hotel, Main St 
Ulydale (n. rail line) 

Sutton Forest Flyers 
Pres. Don Farrar 
(042) 840221 H 
Sec. David Jones 
(048) 611699W 
(048) 894182H 

Southern H.G. Club 
Pres. Russell Dobson 
(03) 5445658 1st Tues 
Anchor & Hope Tav 
Church St 
Richmond 

Townsville Hang 
Gliding Assoc. 
Pres Graeme Etherton 

V Pres Ken Crowe 
(077) 734860 
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Editor's Corner 
Firstly, I regret that this issue is late due to a death in my 
family, followed by illness. 

I was at a loss as to filling this column this month, until a 
pilot reminded me of a situation in which I had found myself 
while flying at Mt Tamborine many years ago. 

I used to arrive early with my flying partners and launch as 
soon as possible. On this day a front arrived rapidly from 
the SW with the wind strengthening until finally I was 
starting to go backwards in my 150 Meteor. Another pilot 
called me deeper into the bowl where there was some lift. 
Since I couldn't penetrate it proved to be the only option. 
I managed to gain enough height to fly crosswind along the 
ridge and 'fall off' its northern tip to fmd a safe landing area. 

n took many months to regain my confidence to fly happily 
in a moderate wind. As a newer over-confident pilot, I had 
ignored so many things which indicated the deteriorating 
conditions. Firstly, the tell-tale line of clouds marking the 
front; the fact that other more experience pilots who were 
setting up below, paused and then began to pack up. I also did 
not have the knowledge and the experience with weather and did 
not realise what was likely to happen. 

Perhaps someone should have something to me on launch. But 
would I have listened? The boys were going to fly, so I certainly 
wasn't going to stay on the ground. 

Almost everytime I go flying these days, I see a pilot doing the 
same thing; eagerly setting up, oblivious to the lowering dark 
cloud base, the strengthening wind, changing direction, or any 
one of the many weather factors of which we need to be aware 
of. Learn as much as possible about your sport and become an 
'old pilot'. 

Marie I 
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Hang gliding as an Olympic sport ... not 
such a good idea? 

Dear Marie 
From time to time various individuals and 
organisations (mainly European Hang 
Gliding Associations) have tried to 
generate enthusiasm for the concept of 
hang gliding becoming an Olympic sport. 

Whilst Ron Christians (see June issue) 
thinks it would be great, I am totally op
posed to the idea. One of the main 
reasons the Europeans are keen on be
coming an Olympic sport is because in 
many European countries, Olympic sport 
attract most of the Government funding 
(for sports generally). They do not have 
the benefit (as we do) of grants from 
C.AA or AS.C. If we in Australia be
come "Olympic" we would have to fight 
with dozens of others for the limited 
Olympic funding which our Governments 
make available. In any event, why should 
we "sell our souls" for the almighty dollar? 
I really can't see any benefit in being one 
more anonymous activity amongst a 
jumble of dozens, ranging from track and 
field events to pistol shooting. We would 
only have a "W orId Championship" every 
4 years instead of every two years, as at 
present. 

As a member ofF.AI. (through C.I.V.L.) 
we are part of an exclusive and recog
nizable fraternity of aviation activities, 
dedicated to the common goal of excel
lence and enjoyment of flight. Surely, an 
association with thousands of other pilots 
is more appropriate than being lumped in 
with swimmers, pole vaulters and horse 
riders? 

Consider also that the Olympic move
ment these days is synonymous with ram
pant commercialism, drug abuse and 
political rivalry between nations. 

F.AI. has remained a shining example of 
international co-operation and goodwill 
between fellow pilots. It will be a sad day 
if we severe these links in favour of the 
money and glory (?) of being an Olympic 
sport. 

Martyn Yeomans, 11984 
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Water landings ... not so simple ... 

Dear Marie 
I've recently attended the "water training" 
night arranged by the Northern Beaches 
Hang Gliding Club. It was a very useful, 
interesting and fun evening, even though 
most people seem to think we are mad. 

Before we all jumped in, John and Dane, 
who appear to be "old hands" at this sort 
of thing explained to us what to expect 
and do once we were underwater. To 
make sure that none of us drowned, a 
scuba diver with a second regulator was 
at hand to give us air if we needed it. We 
had the choice between a pod or cocoon, 
depending on the type of harness we 
usually fly in. To add to the "reality" I 
actually wore my usual flying gear i.e. 
jeans, T-shirt, jacket and, of course, 
shoes. The first person who went in didn't 
seem to have much problems with getting 
out of the harness, possibly because he 
was only wearing his swimming trunks. 

When my turn came, I was fairly confident 
of being able to hold my breath long 
enough to get out of trouble. However, I 
soon found out what panic and fear of 

drowning is all about. As soon as I was 
under the water I got wedged in the top of 
the A-frame (because the harness floats). 
I pulled myself downwards as Dane had 
suggested, and tried to swim forward, 
completely forgetting that I had to undo 
my shoulder straps first. Panic started to 
set in as I realised that I was stuck, my 
chest became tight and I though that I had 
no more air left. I finally managed to get 
rid of my shoulder straps, after trying to 
swim forward and second time and still 
getting stuck. My lungs were screaming 
for air (I even forgot that I could have 
signalled the diver for air) as I lunged 
forward to get my head out of the water. 
I only managed one gulp of air and was 
pulled under water again because one of 
my shoes had gotten caught in the 
legloops. Although it probably took me 
only 40-50 seconds to get out of the har
ness, it felt like an eternity. 

I am pretty certain that had I landed in 
rough surf instead of a swimming pool I 
would not have made it the first time. The 
second time that night I got out much 
quicker because I knew what to expect, 
although I got caught again with my shoes. 

I guess this is what the water training is all 
about, knowing what to expect, and what 
to do. I am more than ever determined 
never to land in the water, although I am 
also quite aware that we human beings are 
not perfect and that we make mistakes. 

Thanks to John Haiie, Dane Snelling and 
all the other people who helped out that 
night; it was great fun!! 

Safe flying 
Regina Bohler, 16093 

Graham Herbert in CB 200, Kumell Sand Hills, by Sue Herbert 
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In search of new Dying sites ... 

Dear Marie 
I am a novice pilot and live in Narooma 
on the far south coast. In my area there's 
only two other pilots, one a beginner, the 
other used to mess around in a Rogallo 
and now flies a trike. Due to the lack of 
flyers, there is only one local spot I've 
been able to fly; a nice little headland at 
Cuttagee Beach near Bermagai. I've 
spent lots of time searching through local 
maps and exploring areas that look 
promising. A place called Wolumla Peak 
between Wyndam and Pambula looks 
promising and also Duras Mtn, north of 
Bateman's Bay, which I'm told has been 
flown at some time in the past. The whole 
area is quite mountainous, especially 
Bemboka, Brown's Mountain, the Tan
tawanglo region, etc. 

If anyone has flown down here, especially 
at Duras Mountain which, under the right 
conditions, should offer excellent soaring, 
would they please contact me on 044 
762098, 3 The Loop Narooma 2546. 

I'd like to say thanks to all the pilots who 
helped make my time flying North and 
Middle Brother mountains so rewarding, 
especially Dave and Peter, Gary and 
Herb from Yeppoon. It's a very scenic 
area with lots of different sites facing most 
wind directions so if you're looking to get 
some hours up, it's a good place to con
sider. 

Anthony Oman 

Instructor conference ••• geographically 
out of reach for some .. 

With reference to the National 
Instructors' Conference, I understand 
and endorse the need to establish and 
maintain a national standard, but feel 
more care will need to be taken in the 
future not to exclude provincial instruc
tors by virtue of very short notice, (1 
month) and very uncertain subsidy arran
gements, (varying from an initial written 
offer of $100 per instructor in Central 
Queensland, to 100% travel re-imburse
ment). 

This letter is a very watered down version 
of a far more strident criticism evoked by 
the one month's notification, which also 
stated that ALL must attend to retain 
their instructor's rating. 

Our concerns have been significantly 
lowered by assurances made by our Na
tional Training Co-ordinator, that in
structors will only have to attend once 
every four years and that the venue will be 
rotated about the country to better 
facilitate this. 

However, it still needs to be stressed that 
compulsory annual attendance at a venue 
in the S.E. corner would be the end of 
weekend instructors and provincial hang 
gliding in this country. 

Hang gliding exists in Yeppoon, 
Gladstone, Mackay, Townsville and pos
sibly Cairns, due to the efforts of instruc
tors who cannot make a living out of the 
sport. (A check of the number of short 
term memberships sent in by each in
structor would probably prove this.) 
Some of us don't even make enough to 
cover the costs and end up paying for the 
privilege of creating pilots to fly with. 

Forrest Park launching tandem 

6 

, 
~i .. 

SKYSAILOR 

Therefore, if annual supervision is going 
to be introduced at any time in the future, 
it must be paid for by the sport in general, 
NOT individual instructors. 

I guess most of you would understand that 
after spending dearly in time and money 
over nearly a decade to promote our 
sport, it is easy to get upset by un
reasonable demands. This especially 
when our safety in the club flying and 
training is second to none. 

We update our equipment and methods 
all the time, based on informal contact 
with other instructors. I think a Regional 
Training Co-ordinator could pass on new 
ideas and maintain the necessary stand
ards on an annual basis if this is to be 
required. 

We are also very concerned by some of 
the rumoured proposals for Level 2 in
structors. If criteria are to be organised 
so that Level 2's are limited to profes
sional schools and only Level2's can train 
Levell's we won't have provincial instruc
tors beyond the current generation. 

We are again encouraged by the Training 
Co-ordinator's assurances that selection 
criteria for Level 2' s will not rule out 
weekend instructors, and that there is no 
intention to restrict instructor appren
ticeships to LeveI2's. 

I wish those who can attend the June Con
ference all the best. I'm told Ian Jarman 
can be counted on as a top organiser. I'll 
look forward to getting the "good oil" from 
Pat Purcell, our one local instructor who 
is able to attend. 

Shane Newell, Capricorn Sky Riders, 
Yeppoon 

Ed's note: I believe a member of your 
region will be discussing some of your con
cems with you, Shane. With Australia's 
large area, we may always have problems 
with attendance at conferences and training 
seminars. However, as you note, an at
tempt at standardisation in teaching 
methods is a step in the right direction. In 
the past there have been provisions for 
country members (and positive informal 
communication between instmctors) and 
no doubt these will continue in some form. 
Like you, I am sony I can't attend the 
conference as it should be a worthwhile 
experience. Unfortunately the end of June 
is a busy time for many. 

HGFA fees increase ... 

Dear Ed 
The HGFA fees have gone up. We are 
told it isn't very much these days, it won't 
send you broke. For those who haven't 
noticed, there is a recession on and for 
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some people, that's (the increase) nearly 
a week's income. (No, I am not on the 
dole). 

Yes, its true our state delegates voted for 
the increase. It's also true those delegates 
weren't given a chance to hear from the 
members before they were made to vote. 

They say the increase is needed to offset 
the declining membership. Of course, it's 
declining and will continue to do so. I am 
sure those flyers in remote areas, on their 
isolated sites, are not going to stop flying 
just because they are not financial. On 
the other hand I know of conscientious 
pilots who only get the chance to fly 3 or 
4 times a year and won't bother to rejoin 
or fly again. Of the above two groups, 
some will be landowners who will have a 
hill or tow paddock which could be lost if 
they can't use it themselves without being 
hassled for fees. 

Will a 25% rise in fees mean a 25 % 
towards site funding? 

.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.::.:::,' 

The cost of Skysailor, whether it is the size 
or number of times it is published, have all 
been debated. The real issue for those of 
us who don't want to incur the cost is that 
the magazine is compulsory. We are 
forced to take it and pay for it whether we 
want it or not. 

Some of the increase will be used in an 
investment fund. Does it get invested 
with Pyramid Building Society? Will we 
know? 

I can see hang gliding becoming a "rich 
persons only" sport. 

K Cowie, 53332 

Ed's note: Kevin, the answers to your ques
tions can be obtained from your 
state/regional representative. You could 
also get a copy of the budget, should you 
wish. 

The cost of Skysailor is less than $25 per 
member per year and has remained at this 
level during my management. 

. . . . . . . .. . . -. . . . ... . ............. . ... . ........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . ... ' ....................... . .......... , ......................... . .. ................. ..... .... ......... . 
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Aviator's 
Equipment 

Guide 

• • 
• • 1.---- ____ • 

ICOM HANDHELD RADIOS 

"The ICOM is our choice, strong, easy to 
use and reliable" Chris Boyce 

Aerial Techniques 

"Our factory pilots use the ICOM 1C40 G, 
it's a great little high teCh, high perfor
mance radio" Brian Hayhow 

ICOM UHF 40G RADIO 
AT A GREAT PRICE I 

Enterprise Wings 

One of the worlds most ad
vanced handheld UHF radios. 
Talk to ground crew & pilots 
with this compact (only 6" tall), 
high power (5 watts) radio. 
Crystal clear reception on the 
uncluttered UHF, FM band. 
LCD display, programmable 
scan, background lighting, 
power saver function & channel 
lock all standard features. 

FACTORY SPECIAL, Now even better II 
LIMITED STOCK, ONLY $555.00 
Post & insurance $15 

ICOM AIR BAND A20 
Australia's best selling aircraft band VHF 
handheld radio I Powerful output, good 
looking heavy duty construction, compact, 
clear digital liquid crystal display with 
VOR navigation function . 
FACTIORY SPECIAL, WAS $749 
LIMITED OFFER, ONLY $699.00 
Post & insurance $ 18 

COM HS51 HEADSET 
... ~"_ Unique, super lightweight head-

set. Includes "push to talk" switch, 
and a pilot controlled VOX function as 
standard. Folds to pocket size. 
ONLY $105 or WITH RADIO $99 
Postage $5 extra . 

CIGARETTE LIGHTER CHARGER 
WITH FILTER for car use $ 35 
EMERGENCY BATTERY PACK $ 29 
AQ.2 100% WATERPROOF CASE $ 42 

YES I You can phone or Fax your orders 
to us. Bankcard, Visa, Mastercard OK . 
Dispatch normally within 24hrs I Prices 
quoted tax exempt. 

ULTRALIGHT FLYING MACHINES 
SUNBURY AIRFIELD 
SUNBURY, VIC, 3429 

(03) 744-1305, (03) 439-6083 
FAX (03) 431-1869 
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USA Comp Dates 

us Team Meet, Dinosaur, Colorado 
July 28 - August 2 1991 

National Meet, Owens Valley, California 
August 17-25 1991 

For further information, contact Ian Jarman, HGFA, (048) 
834180. 

French Internationals 

July 29 to August 4, 1991, Lachens (within 20 klms of St Andre); 
pilots limited to 60, 40 being French 
Details: A Milewski, 27, chemin des cadenasses - 06140 Touret
tes Sur Loup, Telephone 93 59 38 14 

British Comp Dates 

League Final, 4-10 August, Laragne France 
Bleriot Cup, 1-7 September, Yorkshire Dales 

Further info from Mike Collis, BHGA, ICranfield Airfield, 
Cranfield, Bedford MK43 OYR Ph (0234) 751344 or Fax (0234) 
751181 

Canadian National Hang Gliding 
Championships Vernon, British Columbia 

22-28 July 1991 

Contact Peter Luke (604) 4774245 or Mark Tulloch 
(604) 3861630 for details, or for early registration: 1991 
Nationals #308-535 Niagara St, Victoria, BC, Canada, 
V8V1H3 

World Paragliding Championships 

September 7th· 22nd, 1991 

Alpes de Haute-Provence, France, north of Nice, ap
proximately 2 hours by car. Further details from Rick 
VVilson (08) 3526562 

Gillies 1000 Competition,Cairns, Far 
North Qld 

14-15 September 199 
World's richest 2 day hang gliding competition. Open to Ad
vanced and Intermediate pilots. 

Reserve your place now. For further details please contact: 
Lee Curran, Sec. 070-312230 VV, 547062 H 
Dave Evans, Pres. 070-511033 VV, 555914 H Please advise of 
your intended participation by 31st July 1991 to assist the 
organisers! 

This competition is the weekend before Eungella and gives you 
the opportunity to hone your skills in a fun competition that 
offers serious money. First prize last year was over $700 won by 
Pete Aitken. 

Ladies Challenge Gillies, Far North Qld 

14-15 September 1991. Contact Marjorie Beattie, (070) 553343 
or write to PO Box 194, Port Douglas Qld 4871 

Eungella Competition, North Qld 

Sunday 22 September to 29 September (plus practice day) 

Over $5000.00 prize money to the pilots in Open, B Grade and 
Queensland divisions. Intermediate and VVind 

----------- -------------- --Techs welcome. 35mm camera required. New 
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Improved Ramp! 

$100 nomination fee for flying fun! Inquiries 
and cheques (payable to): 
Steve Chengody 
PO Box 33, VVitsunday (079) 466350 

Book early for good meals & accommodation at 
the Eungella Chalet (see article page ???? 
Contact Eungella Chalet: Ph (079) 584509, Fax 
(079) 584503 

Cooplacuripa Charity Cup 

October 5-7 (long weekend) 

Raising money for Camp Quality, a fully volun
teer organisation for kids with terminal cancer. 

This year we'll revert back to the tried and true 
'Open Distance Open VVindow' format with 
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predetermined turnpoints that you may choose and/or change in 
flight and still get scored. 

Mystery Awards 
The Dave Heapy Award, The Shane Duncan Award, The J.R. 
Award .. and more .. 

This is our chance to have a serious (well almost) competition, 
have fun and help an organisation in our own back yard. Pilots 
will be required to get themselves sponsored from their family 
and friends for 'X' cents per km they fly. You will receive a 
certificate at the end of the comp detailing your position in the 
comp and the distance you flew. You may like to get sponsored 
for say $1 per km up to 10 km's - $10.00 etc. 

Stay tuned to this space for more details .. and entry/sponsorship 
forms. 

Worthy won't allow me to slip away to Eungella this year, so I'll 
see you there. Joe Scott 

Killarney, SE Qld Competitions 

A regular competition run on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of every 
month from February to November. Sunday will be reserved for 
free flying or a short competition task for those pilots wanting 
more. For directions to the launch,etc contact Jerry on (07) 
2008209 

Other Events Worldwide 

23-27 July, Italian Nationals, Monte Cucco 
21-27 July, Pre-European Champs, Norway 
22 July - 5 August, French Nationals, Lachens 
26 July - 2 August, Bulgarian Open Champs, Sofia, Bulgaria 
3-11 August, Balkan HG Air Games, Sofia, Bulgaria 

Mark Richards soaring Cape Jervis, SA -photo by Les 

Ken Crowe from Townsville HG Assoc. preparing to 
launch Foil 152C at Donnington Airpark near Townsville 

12-17 August, Spanish Open XC 
18-25 August, US Nationals, Owens Valley, USA 

Victorian Closed Hang Gliding Championships 

2 - 5 November 1991, Mt Beauty area 
16, 17, 23 & 24 November 1991, Mt Cole area 

Victorian Cross Country League 

1 April 1991 to 31 March 1992, $5 entry fee (free for pilots 
entering other VHGA competitions) to be paid with first flight 
submission. documentation of flights must be forwarded within 
1 month or 1/4/92, whichever is sooner. Verification of flights 
must be provided on request. 
All flights must originate, terminate or have a turn-point within 
Victoria. Flights will be judged in 2 categories: Open distance 
(may include 1 turnpoint) and Nominated Goal (may include up 
to 2 turnpoints). Trophies shall be awarded for 1st (all grades) 
and 2nd (Open grade). 
Any queries: Wesley Hill, VHGA Inc Comp Director, PO Box 
400, Prahran Vic 3181 

Australian Competition Calendar 

Bogong Cup, 28 December 1991 to 5 January 1992 
Flatlands, New South Wales, 7-16 January 1992 
Australian Hang Gliding Open (Nationals), Mt Buffalo, 18-26 
January 1992 
Australian Women's Nationals, Mt Buffalo, 28 January - 5 
February 1992 
Australian Paragliding Open, 25 January 1992 - 2 February 1992 
Mt Cole Cup, To be announced (probably early February after 
Nationals) 
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Executive Directors Report 
June 1991 

These past few weeks we have been trying 
to update the membership database and 
correct the errors created by the change 
over.I sincerely apologise to all those 
members who missed a Skysailor or two 
as a result of the computer not taking on 
their updated address or financial 
status.If you hear of anyone that has been 
dropped off the mail list, or if you receive 
your renewal package minus an item or 
two please phone Jane at the office so we 
can rectify it quickly. 

We are currently processing about one 
hundred renewals and new member ap
plications per week so its not unlikely that 
a few errors slip through. 

I would like to thank all the members that 
have renewed early.This helps spread the 
work load but also it supports the Board 
decision that although none of us like to 
see fees and prices rise you have realized 
the need to keep our organisation afioat.I 

A Word From The HGFA 
Treasurer 

22 May 1991 

At the March 91 HGFA management 
board planning meeting I had the sad task 
of informing the regional representatives 
that we will incur a deficit for FY 90/91 
and unless we implement drastic cost 
cuts, reinstate the HGFA invest
ment/development fund, and examine fee 
structures, the long term viability of hang 
gliding in Australia was looking very 
seriously compromised. 

Throughout FY 91/92 regional repre
sentatives and state associations will be 
provided with monthly reports detailing 
expenditure and incomes resulting from 
operations ofHGFA and initiatives of the 
membership. Each is aware of the strict 
controls that will be placed on them to 
contain expenditure and more members 
(hopefully) will get involved in their club's 
and region's operations. 

A complete detailed budget, HGFA 5 
year development plan, their funds 
source and interrelationships can be ob
tained by clubs or individuals from Ian 
Jarman, HGFA Executive Officer (there 
will probably be a small copying fee) or 
contact your state association or regional 
representative. 

Mark Pike 
HGFA Treasurer 
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am now more confident that HGF A has a 
viable and challenging future. 

This support for the HGF A has been no
where more evident than in the en
thusiasm and sense of purpose displayed 
by our instructors and safety officers at
tending the very firts HGFA National In
structor Conference. At the time of 
writing this report I have seen initial at
tendance numbers more than double 
from 20-30 to over 70 probable par
ticipants.This committment to safety and 
improvement of training standards comes 
at a time when we needed to pick up our 
game.Hopefully the objectives of the 
Conference will be achieved and accident 
rates will once again decline,especially in 
the area of tow launch operations. 

This past twelve months has seen far too 
many serious accidents with many of them 
directly related to questionable towing 
procedures.Many of you seem to have 
forgotten that tow launching is a complex 
and potentially lethal operation especial
ly if you cut corners and compromise 
safety by reducing emergency release sys
tems, reduce communications and reduce 

pilot and! or driver skill at either end of the 
towline. 

The National Instructor Conference will 
be asked to endorse a set of Tow-launch 
Operational Procedures with which all 
members will be expected to comply. 
Contact your Club or Regional Examiner 
(safety/training officer) to find out how 
you can up-date or obtain a tow endorse
ment based on these new safety stand
ards. 

WARNING 
Failure to comply with these safety stand
ards could lead to injury or death. 

In conclusion,on your behalf I would wish 
our Womens National Team and Nation
al Paragliding Team safe flying and every 
success as they contend their respective 
World Championships in Europe in the 
coming weeks. I am sure they will repre
sent us admirably and carry on the tradi
tions of fairplay and committment set by 
our mens national teams over the past 
decade. 

Ian Jarman (Executive Director) 

HANG GLIDING FEDERATION OF AUSTRALIA 
CONSOLIDATED BUDGET FOR 91/92 AS AT 22 MAY 1991 

M'ship Fees 
Grants 
Interest 
Sundry (Sales, licences, etc) 

Total Income 

Coaching Workshops & Tow manual 
Wages (Exec. Off & Secretary) 
Office Rental & Proc. manual 
Offices expenses & Fax network 
Skysailor publishing 
Conv91 & Planning 
Printing of pilot logs & brochures 
Attendance at CIVL 
Marketing & promotion of Superleague 
Audit fees 
Insurance & investment 
Competition fund & manual 
Competitions 
PHG CFI refresher school 
Determination of 95.10 tech. reqts 
NAPAC/RAPAC attendance 

Total Expenses 

Surplus (Deficit) 

SKYSAILOR 

130,000 
117,000 

8,000 
2,000 

257,000 

12,000 
40,000 

3,320 
7,000 

30,000 
11,000 

4,340 
3,000 
4,350 
3,000 

66,200 
1,850 

60,000 
1,000 
2,000 

500 

229,560 

27,440 
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8th World Championships 
Governador Valadares -

Brazil. 
Feb 24 to Mar 10, 1991. 

CoachlManager Report 

You mention the word Brazil and images 
of Rio and the decadent sweep of sand 
and surf known as Copacabana and 
Ipanema spring to mind.Or you picture 
thousands of frantic soccer fanatics or 
partially clad ladies with bowls of fruit on 
their head. But there is another Brazil, the 
squalor and misery of the Favella and the 
millions of homeless, an over-cleared, 
erosion scarred landscape where the only 
trees are plantation eucalypts, a country 
of institutionalised graft and corruption, 
an economy in chaos ..... 

For the Australian hang gliding team, 
their impressions of Brazil are probably 
quite different to those that have also 
visited, and will definitely not correspond 
with the uninformed popular view of what 
happens at major hang gliding champion
ships and especially the last World Cham
pionships held at Valadares some 600km 
north of Rio in the Rio( river) Doce val
ley. 

Even now (as I write), some three weeks 
after returning, we are still hassling with 
our travel agent over the small matter of 
being charged US$35 per night for rooms 
that really cost US$17 per night....we had 
paid in advance to avoid the inevitable 
change in price at the end of our stay only 
to be stung by the Australian company 
and its Brazilian counterpart. 

When I departed, the Hotel in Valadares 
had only received payment for one nights 
accommodation ..... this introduction to 
Brazilian ethics set the tone for the com
petition. 

You will notice from the results sheets 
that the Australian team did not perform 
to expectation. Identifying the reasons for 
this apparent failure is difficult enough, 
solving these problems for future World 
Championships is going to be a far more 
complex procedure. 

The monsoon stayed late in Brazil this 
year. A week before the contest rivers and 
creeks were still in flood, roads and 
bridges were out, and every flat piece of 
grassland was a potential deadly decep
tion.The top of 5' scrub and sword grass 
presented from the air a reasonable land
ing space, but upon arrival you quickly 
sank into a stagnating swamp ... as Herbie 
Kuhr of Austria discovered, sometimes to 
a depth of drownable proportions as 
pilots struggle to free themselves from 
beneath gliders in a tangle of brush, 
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swamp grass and 
parasite infested . 
slime .... everyone 
survived, how
ever much valu
able equipment 
was ruined in this 
way .... and this 
was before the 
pilot concerned 
has to de-rig the 
glider and begin 
a hike toward 
one of the three 
passable roads in 
the 1()()()() sq km 
competition 
area ..... (Mark 
Newland and 
Carl Braden 
have been issued 
with Queens 
scout awards as a 

GM. 
result of their bushwalking efforts ..... this 
regular hiking in 99% humidity and 30 
degree heat may have induced the most 
common disease that plagued the aussie 

who was probably our best pelrfOlrm(~d,lll
though the scores don't indicate this, 
reflected one of the major causes of our 
poor showing. 

team ..... velcritis. Not the exotics like A lack of motivation to adjust. 
Montezumas revenge, or typhoid as Bob 
Baer of Germany con- .~ ..................................................... .. 
tracted, our team were 
on the whole fit and 
healthy so initially I was 
not too concerned, and I 
must admit I failed to 
recognise the 
symptoms ... I naively 
thought that the guys 
were conserving them-

Abseiling and Tree Landing 
Recovery Course 

For 
Hang glider and Paraglider 

Pilots 
selves by never leaving You will learn: 
their rooms, .. they were * To abseil 
obeying the team curfew 
restrictions beyond the * Basic rope handling and belaying 
call of reason ..... BUT by 
the time it was obvious * 
that several were suffer-

To climb trees in a safe manner, particularly trees 
without many limbs 

ing this insidious disease * To secure and lower the pilot and the glider 
things had deteriorated 
and Mort had suc- * Self rescue techniques 
cumbed to the chronic 
secondary stage of 
Velcro sis. In fact one 
afternoon, following one 
of his several hikes in the 
boonies he foolishly lay 
down on his bed face I 

first causing near imme
diate suffocation .... the 
sound of screams and 
tearing velcro as several 
of us struggled to roll 
him onto his back, 
echoed ominously 
through the hotel.) 

I present this in a light 
hearted vein, but Mark 

You will receive printed notes to refresh your memory 
after the course 

Your instructor is Lucas Trihey, a rockclimbing and 
abseil ing instructor who lives in Mt Victoria in the Blue 
Mountains - just near Mt Blackheath 

This is a full day course, the cost is $80 which covers 
lunch, instruction and notes. 

For more details and course dates, phone and talk 
to: 

Lucas Trihey 
34 Mount York Road 

Mount Victoria NSW 2786 
(047) 871480 

Rockclimbing instruction is also available ..••••....•••...•••.....•....•••.....••.....••....••••• ~ 
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For whatever reason, our guys had 
trouble rising to the challenge of flying, 
when all around the rapidly overdevelop
ing clouds threatened even more 
thunderstorms and showers, with base 
only sometimes getting more than 500' 
above take off,leaving a convective layer 
of no more than 2500' with the ever 
present risk of out-landing in the swamp 
and being forced to walk 10-15km to a 
reasonable road ..... this scenario usually 
deteriorated rapidly either by totally over 
clouding and beginning to rain or by the 
lift dying from its at best average thermal 
strength of 150-250fpm to zero before 
shutting off for the day about 3pm. 

The bottom line is that our team could not 
adjust adequately to these weak short 
live4 soaring conditions and once we. had 
dropped behind, our efforts to regam a 
competitive position met with frustrating
ly inconsistent performances.In fact the 
strategies we were forced to adopt in 
order to provide us with some chance of 
task completion, allowed other com
petitors the opportunity to sit back and 
use our guys as thermal markers. The 
Australian pilots that did not lead out 
were usually left too far back in the course 
when the day died to be of any scoring 
value. Inevitably the risk taking caught up 
with us and both team and individual posi
tions slipped further behind. 

Full credit must go to the British team 
who worked the conditions and tactics 
better than anyone. The Brazilians, al
though showing the distinct advantage of 
local knowledge could not provide a con
sistent enough team performance to 
mount any real threat to the Brits. The US 
team looked more like a team than at any 
previous world championship and with 
sensible team manager selection have 
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Takeoff Mirriamvale, Qld near Gladstone - p. N Atkinson 

come close to realising their full potential I thank the team for their support and 
at this level. confidence in accepting both my sug

We, in fourth place must go away and 
analyse our failure to meet expectations. 
Personally, I feel the answer lies in com
placency and poor motivation, failure to 
set realistic goals, and a failure to accept 
the reasons and responses required to 
fight back from behind. 

There is need for new blood, motivated 
self starters,with the drive and ambition 
willing to put their careers and future 
financial security aside. This is a tall order 
in the current economic circumstances, 
but this is the recipe that took our teams 
of the eighties to the top .. .it started in the 
self funded seventies and it is how things 
must be in the nineties if by the year 2000 
we are to be at the top once more. 

There are a lot more skilled and ex
perienced pilots throughout the World 
now .. .it will no longer be easy. 
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gested strategies and calls from the 
ground. We gave it our best shot and 
hopefully have come away prepared to 
meet the challenges of the next few years 
as we re-build toward the next World 
Championships to be held in the Owens 
Valley, USA. 

The time is ripe for new pilots to force 
their way onto the team, and I warn all 
those interested that not only will your 
flying skills need to be better than the likes 
of Steve Moyes Mark Newland and Rick 
Duncan etc but you will need financial 
independence, a fitness training 
programme, religiously maintained and 
equivalent to that of any other national 
representative athlete, an acceptance of 
the ASC doping policy for the next three 
years which includes random drug testing 
with the consequences of a positive result 
being a life ban from competition in 
Australia and overseas ... this includes nar-

cotics. 

The challenge is there, as our current 
team needs REAL pressure on their 
positions as members of the Australian
National Hang Gliding Team. 

On a more positive note, I would per
sonally like to wish our National 
Womens Team every success in their 
efforts at the Womens World Cham
pionships in Kossen, Austria in July. 

I am confident that this team will provide 
strong competition for those with 
aspirations for the team gold medal. 

Ian Jarman, Nat Team CoachJManager. 
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Learning to 
Soar 

in the Mid 
1970s 
Part 1 

Purchase 

In the mid 1970s, having abandoned plans 
to build a glider from conduit piping and 
canvas I purchased a long yellow bag full 
of second hand dacron, wire, swages, 
aluminium tubes, nuts and bolts which I 
was assured were parts sufficient in total 
to construct a hang glider. I also received 
a spare A frame and assorted other spare 
parts. Thrown in at no extra cost was a 
leather jock strap arrangement with a 
carabiner connected to it by a length of 
faded and frayed orange nylon rope 
which looked as though it may have al
ready served in an earlier lengthy career 
tethering a cray pot or some such. I was 
shown how to assemble the glider in the 
windless calm of the former owner's back 
yard. As well, I was shown where to hook 
the carabiner, and which hole to hang it 
from depending on whether the wind was 
25-30 knots, 30-35 knots, or strong. 

Ground Handling 

The informative former owner of my 
glider told me that I should start with sled 
rides on the dunes, then progress to soar
ing off hills. So a set of 150 foot dunes was 
chosen for the sled rides. There was plen
ty of wind, and white caps were texturing 
the cobalt blue of the Great Australian 
Bight. The sand was streaking off the top 
of the dunes like those photos you see of 
cloud trails in the lee of the peaks of 
Annapurna and Everest. I assembled the 
glider on the beach with the assistance of 
only a modest tool kit in around 40 
minutes, a task I was later to refine to 30 
minutes. Actually, 'assemble' is not quite 
accurate - manufacture, build, con
struct. ... ? I'd been regaled by the former 
owner with tales of flying like an eagle, but 
the art of getting the assembled glider to 
the top of the sand dune in a good breeze 
was left to me to work out by trial and 
error. The first trial - correction, error -
was to walk the glider up nose first. With 
the wind from the rear, the glider merely 
nosed in and somersaulted. The nose of 
the inverted glider was then lifted by us, 
and a further somersault engineered to 
point the king post skyward once more -
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for a very brief time before it somer
saulted again. I' d heard that one could use 
the wind to get the glider up a hill, but I 
intuitively realised that the somersaulting 
method could be improved upon. The 
next method tried was trailing edge first, 
nose pointing down behind me, with the 
wind pinning the glider to my shoulders. 
At least we'd cured the somersault prob
lem. But another problem presented itself 
- the weight on my shoulders was render
ing me bow legged, boggle eyed and pos
sibly 3 inches shorter than my passport 
said. I rested the glider on the sand, and 
raised the nose to exit backwards from 
beneath the wing, when without warning 
it flew! I grabbed the nose wires, and the 
rest was easy. Now, only the flying had to 
be mastered. 

Sled Rides 

Atop the dune, visions of Otto Lillienthal, 
Orville Wright and highlights from my life 
flashing through my mind, I donned the 
jock strap style hang harness and lifted 
the glider off the ground. The two mates 
who had come along to 'watch a few 
gutsers' as they prosaically put it, I posi
tioned at the wing tips. Hands on the base 
bar, then off I trotted - the glider rose 
instantly into the air taking my arms to full 

stretch with it - I instinctively knew some
thing was wrong - I let go the base bar and 
dropped to the sand - the glider wheeled 
back over my head and speared into the 
dune king post first. I scrambled back up 
to secure the glider, barely noticing the 
carabiner and nylon rope flapping against 
the back of my legs, and angry that I was 
delivering a performance completely in 
accordance with the expectations and 
predictions of my two onlookers who 
were rolling around in the sand laughing 
hysterically. Hooked in for the next at
tempt, wing tip men at the ready, visions 
of Wright and Lillienthal fading. This 
time, brisk jog, airborne with ease, identi
cal flight profile except this time I 
remained with the glider. By any stand
ards, remaining with the aircraft has to be 
seen as an improvement. So, encouraged 
by the success of actually leaving the 
ground, and after disentanglement, I 
lined up for takeoff number three. I 
worked out that the nose must be kept 
down to avoid a third reverse somersault, 
so I leaned through the A frame and 
sprinted, or at least intended to. After less 
than one step, I was airborne. I was cer
tainly going up, but even with my limited 
experience, I realised that my view of the 
rapidly receding and incredulous faces of 
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my audience of two was the result of my 
motion and not theirs. I pulled the base 
bar into my belly, and with head and feet 
well forward of the A frame, managed to 
reduce the ground speed to zero. Having 
thus mastered pitch contro~ I then moved 
onto roll, partly because I planned to ex
plore the performance characteristics in 
that order, and partly because I noted that 
I was going sideways at an alarming 
speed. I moved towards the left of the A 
frame, and thus wedged managed a slow 
straight descent to the beach. Surprising
ly, the landing took care of itself. Even on 
this short flight the harness made readily 
apparent its capacity to turn the legs and 
wedding tackle blue on short flights and 
no doubt gangrenous on long flights. 
Having paid my dues on the dunes and 
worked out the basics - takeoff, flight and 
landing - I was clearly ready for soaring 
flight. I packed up the glider with en
thusiasm - visions of wedge tailed eagles 
and peregrine falcons flashed in tech
nicolour and 3-D before my eyes. My two 
unattractive assistants missed the sig
nificance for further entertainment of the 
10 floppy plastic battens I found in the bag 
while packing up the glider. It seemed to 
go OK without them, but being a perfec
tionist, I resolved to use them next time. 

Coastal Soaring 

I decided on a 3 mile stretch of 40 foot 
coastal cliffs and dunes on a windswept 
and isolated stretch of beach facing the 
prevailing westerlies for my first soaring 
flight. My new wind gauge, imported from 
the United States, 

admired his prone harness, which ap
peared to entail none of the painful side 
effects of my tourniquet harness which 
constantly threatened to render me leg
less and heirless. My takeoff was ex
hilarating although I wouldn't have 
minded having a wire man. No problems 
maintaining 12-15 feet above the ridge. I 
hovered momentarily, smiling like an 
eagle who'd just learned to drive a car, 
then I turned downwind. The speed was 
startling to say the least. When I descend
ed below dune height, I made a radical 
turn to the right and landed into wind in 
ankle deep water, luckily between sets of 
waves. No problems other than wet feet. I 
climbed up the nearest dunes and 
repeated the exercise for the next sector 
of my 3 mile cross country epic. This time 
on landing my right wing tip carved a neat 
small arc in the sand during the turn into 
wind - what judgment! I made it all the 
way down the beach in this style. I con
cluded that I was possessed of a natural 
and uncanny ability for hang gliding. 

Inland Soaring 

The failure of the wind to blow from the 
west for a few weekends in a row resulted 
in my next soaring flight being from an 
inland hill. A farming friend directed me 
to the spot which he claimed he'd seen 
hang gliders fly from. The wind was blow
ing 30-35 knots and was dead on. I as
sessed the height above the paddocks 
below as being 500 feet, possibly 1000 feet, 
or maybe some other height. I assembled 
the glider and parked it nose down into 

wind. I took a photo of the A frame 
uprights bowing as evidence of the wind 
strength. It was heart breaking that no one 
was there to watch my next triumph. 
Whilst putting the camera back in the car, 
the A frame uprights bent a little further 
and snapped - conclusive evidence of the 
wind strength. Luckily, I had brought the 
spare A frame. The mistake was obviously 
parking the glider nose down. I wondered 
if anyone had though of using angle iron 
for the A frame uprights. I replaced the A 
frame, hooked in while keeping a roughly 
neutral angle of attack, then self launched 
without delay. Flight occurred instantly, 
and even though I was wrapped around 
the base bar willing the glider forward, it 
was not happening. To be frank about it, 
notwithstanding my uncanny and natural 
ability, I was going backwards. Fortunate
ly the farmer had installed a barbed wire 
hang glider arrestor system which effec
tively stopped my progress back, as well 
as up or in any other direction. I was thus 
able to defer the 'going over the back in 
35 knots/lee rotor/glider destruction and 
pilot death' component of the curriculum 
to some other day. Packed up and called 
it a day. Spent that evening with the pop 
riveter placing an aluminium sleeve over 
the buckled leading edge. 

(Next Instalment: Thermal Flight - Prone 
Flight - Accident Report) 

34101 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------registered a steady cross 
wind of 30-35 knots. There 
were a few squalls out to 
sea, and an 8-10 foot surf 
Was running. It was high 
tide and the beach was at 
best about 10-15 yards 
wide. I set the glider up and 
remembered the battens. I 
was contemplating takeoff 
when an obviously ex
perienced pilot (why else 
would he be offering 
another pilot advice) ar
rived and provided me with 
a useful briefing: "Take off 
angled into the wind, get a 
bit of height, run 
downwind, and while 
you've still enough height to 
turn, crank a 180, and land 
on the beach into wind. 
Watch me!" The ex
perienced pilot was kind 
enough to demonstrate how 
to travel the full length of 
the 3 mile beach with only 
7-8 such down wind runs. I 
14 
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Liabilities Of Pilots, Clubs And Organisations 

by Kieran Tapsell, Solicitor 
Watkins Tapsell & Nolan 

One of the great advances of modern 
medicine is the ability to save the lives of 
people who would otherwise have died in 
accidents. This particularly applies to 
spinal injuries. The end result of this is 
that there are a lot of people living today 
who would not have survived SO years ago. 
But their lives are inevitably seriously af
fected by being in a wheel chair, or bed, 
and the cost of supporting them is very 
high. It is not surprising then that look 
around for someone, preferably with in
surance, to sue. 

There is also a greater expectation in 
the community that if you suffer loss, 
whether to person or property, you 
should be compensated. Social security 
systems go someway to achieve this but 
they are by necessity limited. It is there
fore not surprising to fmd persons suffer
ing loss of one form or another being 
more ready to try and find someone 
suitable to sue. 

Not even the most passionate advo
cate of hang gliding would assert that 
playing bowls is more dangerous ~an 
hang gliding. Nor that you are more likely 
to injure someone else by playing bowls 
than by hang gliding. But even bowling 
Clubs have been successfully sued for in
juries received by people on their 
premises. Likewise they have been suc
cessfully sued where damage has been 
caused to another's. property. 

The purpose of this article is to outline 
to pilots and their various organisations 
the ways in which they can be on the 
wrong end of a piece of litigation over 
injuries or property damage incurred by 
members of the public. It is not intended 
to cover the liabilities of persons or bodies 
involved in any form of hang gliding busi
ness. There are different principles 
which apply in those circumstances. 

Liabilities of the Pilot 

For about three centuries, the com
mon law countries have allowed recovery 
of compensation for injuries or property 
damage incurred by the negligence of 
others. All the injured person or owner 
of the property had to do was to prove that 
he suffered his injuries or loss as a result 
of negligence of some person or body. 

The advent of the aeroplane caused 
persons on the ground suffering injury or 
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by an insurance policy to the tune of SSm. 
Those who are not members and are not 
insured take the risk of losing everything 
they have and going bankrupt in the event 
of a serious accident. 

property damage by a plane crash a bit of 
a problem. How do you prove that the 
plane crashed through someone's 
negligence? By the time anyone gets to 
the scene, the plane is hardly recog
nisable. It was always notoriously dif-

Liabilities of Clubs ficult to fmd out precisely why the plane 
crashed. There are two types of Clubs. The 

To overcome this problem, the various incorporated and the 
State Governments passed the Damage unincorporated. Incorporated Clubs 
by Aircraft Acts which provide in essence are distinct legal entities created by Act 
that the owner of an aircraft is strictly of Parliament. The ordinary trading com
liable for any damage caused on the pany is such a body. The cost of creating 
ground by his aircraft. This includes not a company under the Corporations Law 
only impact damage by the plane itself, and the obligations to provide annual 
but by anything falling from it. The owner returns etc, can be quite high. For this 
was given a bit of help. If he could prove reason various state governments have 
that it was the negligence of the pilot or provided a simpler form of incorporation 
some other person which caused the for sporting bodies. In N.S.W., this is 
problem, he could be indemnified by the under the Associations Incorporation 
person responsible. But primary liability Act 1984. An unincorporated club is just 
to the person suffering injury or loss was a collection of people who come together 
with the owner. for a common purpose and call themsel-

So, how does this affect today's hang ves a Club. It is not a separate legal entity. 

glider pilot? If you own a glider and lend Liabilities of Unincorporated Clubs. 
it to someone else to fly, and they injure 
someone on theground,or go through the In 1967 a man named Shirt was 
roof of their house, you, as owner are waterskiing in Tuggerah Lakes. He was 
primarily liable. If you can establish that not very experienced and fell off in shal
the accident happened because of the low water and became a quadriplegic. He 
pilot's negligence, or the manufacturer's was injured in an area of the lake which 
negligence, you can then recover from had been set aside for water skiing by 
them the amount that you have to payout members of the Entrance Aquatic Club, 
to the claimant. an unincorporated Club. The Club had 

Most pilots own their own hang glider, dredged a bit of a channel in the lake near 
so that the difference between the liability its Club House and then asked Wyong 
of the pilot and the owner may not arise. Council to improve it. They did so and 
However it is important to bear in mind put up some signs saying "Deep Water". 
the primary liability of the owner in case In fact one of the signs was in shallow 
you ever lend it to someone else. water near where the accident occurred. 

He sued both the Council and two of the 
It is also important to remember that Club committee as representatives of the 

the Damage by Aircraft Act only applies members. The case eventually went to 
to damage to persons or property on the the High Court. The Court found that the 
ground. If you have a mid air collision Club owed a duty of care to water skiers 
caused by another pilot's negligence and h d h' f ili'ti' . th t't as 

w 0 use t err ac es mal w want to recover 
damages, the primary r"""""""""""""""""""""""""'"'1 

liability of the owner ! 1101' Eagle Eyesll flight glasses : 
does not apply. You! $105 plain, $145 prescription, $165 Bi-focal i 
would then have to sue : Wrap-around metal or plastic frames : 
the other pilot and es- ! . ' $18: 
tablish negligence.: Electronic Tow Meters - 5 : 

Pilots who are mem- ! North Coast Avionics : 
bers of th.e ~arious St~te ! Denis Cummings i 
I:Iang G~dmg A~socla- ! PO Box 741 : 
t1Ons, which are m turn \ : 
members of the Hang ! Byron Bay 2481 : 
Gliding Federation of ! Ph (066) 856287 : 
Australia are covered L •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -l 
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reasonably foreseeable that the informa
tion on the signs might mislead and so 
cause injury to such persons. The mem
bers of the Club were found to be 
negligent, as was the Council. 

Not so very long ago, about ten hang 
glider pilots found a new site for towing. 
It was a private air field managed by an 
Aero Club. They approached the Club 
members about using the air field. They 
were told it was all right provided they 
became members of the Club by paying a 
joining fee of $5. The pilots handed over 
their money and their names written into 
the Clubs membership books. They had 
a great days towing, and went home think
ing how nice it was for the Aero Club to 
allow them to use their facilities for such 
a small fee. 

pilots to receive letters from 
the claimants solicitors advis
ing that they would be joined as 
defendants to the proceedings 
as members of the unincor
porated Club, the allegation 
being that the Club had not 
properly maintained the plane. 

Unbeknown to the hang glider pilots, 
the Club owned a plane. A member of the 
Club decided to go for a fly with some 
friends. It crashed, killing himself, two 
passengers and seriously injuring a young 
man. The Club was faced with claims by 
the widows and children of two of the 
passengers and a massive claim by the 
young man who was very badly burnt and 
virtually unemployable. The Club had in
surance which covered the liability of the 
pilot and itself, but it was unlikely to be 
enough to cover all the claims. It came as 
an awful surprise to these hang glider 

Fortunately for the pilots 
the Coronial inquiry indicated 
that the accident occurred as a 
result of pilot error, and not 
bad maintenance of the plane 
by the Club. In other words, 
the claimants were entitled to 
sue the pilot, who was covered 
by the Club's insurance up to 
the amount of cover. If the ver
dicts were greater than that, the 
claimants could recover from 
the pilots estate. The Club 
would not be vicariously liable 
for the pilot's negligence. 
However, if it had been shown 
that they had badly maintained 
the plane, the Club itself would 
have been liable. Charles Fe//ay at Flinders, Vic -photo by Robin 

There is a lot of legal argu-
ment about whether the members of a 
Club are individually liable, or just the 
committee responsible for its manage
ment. I need not go into that. Suffice it 
to say that these two cases show the neces

____________ _________ ~sity for incorporation. 
Bob Beck over Booti, Pacific Palms -p. by Ken Stothard 
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Incorporated Clubs: 

Once incorporated, 
the Club has a legal 
liability which is limited. 
The members cannot be 
individually sued for a 
liability that belongs to 
the Club. 

Incorporation in 
N.S.W. is achieved 
under the Associations 
Incorporation Act, 1984. 
Other States have 
similar provisions, but if 
you belong to another 
State, it is important to 
get your own local ad
vice because there are 
some differences in the 
various Acts. 

Under the N.S .W 
Act, S.16, subject to the 
Act and the rules a 
member or officer of an 
incorporated associa
tion is not liable for the 
debts or liabilities of the 
Association. 
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Section 44 of the Act requires the 
unincorporated 

Association to take out liability in
surance for not less than $2m. with an 
approved insurer. In N.S.W. this means 
theGIO. 

S.45 provides that the members of the 
Committee may become personally liable 
if they have not effected insurance as re
quired by the Act. 

Possible Causes of Club Liability: 

Clubs can become liable for a variety 
of reasons: 

1. Inadequate protection for the public 
during competitions. 

2. Misleading signs, and possibly no 
warning signs at all. 

3. Dangerous ramps. 

4. Inadequate policing and management 
of sites. 

The last category is the one where the 
Entrance Aquatic Club was found liable 
in Shirt's case. It is always a difficult prob
lem in defming what a Club's respon
sibility is in relation to a site. There is no 
doubt that it has a responsibility for the 
protection of the public. That does not 
mean that every time a pilot injures a 
member of the public, it will be liable. A 
Club is not ordinarily liable for the 
negligent acts of its members or of per
sons which use its site. 
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But if, for example, the Club has done 
nothing about a dangerous flying prac
tice, such as "buzzing the bill" at Stanwell 
Park, and someone is injured as a result 
of that, the Club could fmd itself liable. In 
practice that may not be a problem, (apart 
from increase premiums for everybody) 
because Clubs are covered by the HGFA 
policy, and incorporation is an added 
protection. It is also possible that if a Club 
does not police the rating rules for the 
site, that it could be liable if an inex
perienced pilot injures members of the 
public. If the pilot is a member, there is 
again no problem in practice, because of 
the insurance. But if he is not a member, 
the injured person will obviously look to 
the Club which has the insurance. 

Liability of Reiional Board and the HaOl: 
Gliding Federation 

The liability of the above bodies 
depends to a large extent on what they 
actually do. The Hang Gliding Federa
tion of Australia runs national competi
tions, instructor courses, seminars etc., all 
of which could make it liable to third 
parties. For that reason it is incor
porated, and is covered by insurance. For 
the same reason the N .S.W. Hang Gliding 
Association is incorporated. It runs the 
N.S.W. Titles. Whether or not the 
Regional Boards should be incorporated 
depends on whether they are going to 
undertake similar responsibilities to the 

Incident Reports 
Noel Puzey, 63464 
Rating: Novice 
Glider: Mars 170 
Date: September 1990 
Site: Dalwallinu WA (approx. 

25 kIn NE Perth) 
Conditions: SE to 12 kts, surface temp. 

over4()2 
Pilot injury: Nil 
Glider damage: Nil 

I was undergoing instruction on the second day of 
towing, following a break of some 4 years from any 
hang gliding. We were using a car towing system 
with strain gauge, weak links and a bridle release, 
with the release mechanism being a rope attached 
to the pilot's wrist. 

The pervious day's flying had gone very well, with 
my first experiences of towing being very positive. I 
was now at the stage of trying my first prone flight , 
and following brief instructions, I was ready for my 
first flight using the cocoon harness instead of the 
apron type harness. I had seen my instructor use 
this harness, and he demonstrated how I could stop 
the lower part of the cocoon from flapping around 
while on the tow by resting a foot lightly on it. 

The day had started with the usual strong early 
morning easterly. We started out later than usual, 
and were ready to fly at about 1U)() am. The wind 
had died down, and while quite hot (4()2 C. an 
average spring temp. for all those Victorians who 
think 252 C. is hot!). Previous flights to this one had 
shown strong thermal activity, and quite bumpy, but 
not too bad. 
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State and Federal Associa
tions. However, if there is 
some doubt, it is best to incor
porate. 

The HGFA Insurance policy 

The HGF A has taken out a 
policy for $5m with F AI with an 
excess of $500 for each claim. 
It applies to claims within 
Australia and worldwide, with 
the exception of U.S.A. and 
Canada. Pilots travelling to 
those countries will have to ob
tain their own insurance. 
The persons covered are the 
Hang Gliding Federation of 
Australia, the State Hang Glid
ing Associations, including all 
members, clubs, schools, in
structors, principals, owners of 
property and organisers of 
events at which hang gliding is permitted, 
and which are held under the auspices of 
the HGFA. It includes powered hang 
gliders (trikes), paragliding, and 
aerobatic competitions. 

There is a specific exclusion in the 
policy of "claims for bodily injury to any 
person caused by or arising out of the 
participation of such person in Hang 
Gliding". This means that tandem pilots 
are not covered against liability where 
they injure their passenger as a result of 
negligence on their part. 

The initial stage of the tow was normal, but when I 
'rested' my foot on the base of the cocoon to stop it 
flapping, I inadvertantly pushed up on it and found 
myself in prone on the tow. I am not sure about 
other States, but WA standard practice is to stay in 
'hang' until off the tow, as the extra pendulum effect 
of the body in hang helps to stabilise the glider while 
on tow, and minimise the effect of turbulence as 
passing in and out of thermals. I soon found myself 
over-correcting while trying to keep behind the 
vehicle, and as I got higher, I was thrown around a 
lot and found the upper part of the tow bridle kept 
getting in the way of my head, and I had to lean to 
one side to see the tow vehicle. 

I hit a large thermal, and found myself in a severe 
lockout situation, with my whole body to the left of 
the left hand upright. I tried to release but the horse 
bridle would not unclip, the weak link failed to give, 
and I found myself arcing around the end of the tow 
rope, with the nose of the glider pointing at the 
ground. At this stage, I was still on the tow. If you 
have ever seen a kid run too fast while flying a kite 
and the kite performs a series of vertical circles ont 
he end of the string -you can visualise what my hang 
glider was doing. 

So I was at about 250' AGL, dong at least 50 knots 
pointing straight at the ground, when (fortunately) 
the tow rope broke. The glider and I did two high 
speed mega stalls before I recovered for what was a 
normal landing. I was in radio contact with the tow 
vehicle the whole time, with my mike locked on. 
Apparently I did not say much during the whole 
incident. The tow vehicle, I found out later, had 
been backing up during my lockout, and had seen 
the needle go offthe strain gauge (max. reading 130 
kg force) . 
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Conclusion: 

Potential liability is a fact of life these 
days. No matter how careful you are 
yourself, there is always the possibility of 
incurring a liability because of the 
stupidity of someone else. There are real
ly only two ways in which one can be 
protected. One is by incorporation of 
Clubs and the other is by insurance. Uyou 
are invited to join a Club, whether hang 
gliding or any other, make sure it is incor
porated first. # 

After changing my underwear and inspecting the 
glider, I had another uneventful flight. I think if I 
had not gone back into the air before thinking too 
much about the incident, I may have given up 
towing. As it is, it is not my favourite launch 
method, but the thermalling and XC flights make it 
all worthwhile in a State that has few mountain sites 
and not many coastal sites close to the city. 

Lessons 'learnt: 
1. High ground temperatures result in great ther
mals, but also much turbulence - not good while on 
tow. At Dalwallinu, I have personally seen 
1500ft/min (sustained) ont he vario, thermalling 
easily up to 5000' AGL Flying near the hottest part 
of the day is when turbulence is worst, and thermals 
tend to be smaller and more violent. By late after
noon, the thermals are larger and flying is more 
enjoyable - a better time all round. 
2. Don't go into prone while on a vehicle tow - wait 
until later. I know some people do, but the danger 
is there that some hot day you will get into trouble. 
Please don' t teach a prone vehicle tow technique to 
students! 
3. Listen to your instructor; and instructors, make 
sure important instructions are understood, and 
not casually taken in. 
4. Fail-safe mechanisms can fail- test them regular
ly. Releases can also fail , and ALWAYS test each 
release under heavy load. Until my flight, the old 
horse bridle release was considered reliable, but 
post flight testing showed that sometimes it won't 
release under load. I now use the three ring release, 
common to Eastern State towing. 
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Accident 

A recent serious accident involving a tan
dem flight with experienced pilots 
Graeme (Ethel) Etherton from 
Townsville and Dave Lamont from 
Proserpine has resulted in Ethel being 
hospitalised with a badly broken leg, 
cheek-hones and fractured skull. At last 
report he was out of intensive care and 
recovering rapidly. Dave suffered a 
broken nose and broken jaw. After their 
tow line failed to release, the rope 
snagged in some trees pulling both pilots 
sharply into the ground. 

The pilots and their families may be con
tacted at: Alison Etherton, 25 Garden 
Grove, Kerwan, Townsville Qld 4817 and 
Sharon Lamont, PO Box 6, Proserpine 
Qld4800 

Fund raising rame for the Women's 
World Championships 

was won by Toni Squires of Sydney. Many 
thanks to all for their support. 

Stop Press 

The XS 155 has just won the glide ratio 
contest, at Paradox Valley, Colorado. 

Meet organiser Nick Kennedy said of the 
XS's performance, ''The XS smoked the 
pack with a best flight of 12.4:1 
(measured)" . 

Atelier de la Glisse ... 

is a parapente manufacturer in France 
looking for distributors in Australia. 

For further information contact them at: 
B.P. 314 - F677'lB Hoerdt Cedex, Tel: 88 
513044 or Fax: 88 51 3043 

Contact Skysailor for brochure 

Fees ... 

Did you know that club fees to some 
sailplane clubs ranges from $250 - $250 
per annum? This does not include the 
cost of each tow to get airborne! 

Eungella Chalet Mountain Resort 
hears the pilots' requests 

My wife and I have only recently pur
chased the Chalet and the management 
rights of the cabins. 

We have had contact with many hang 
glider pilots in our short time here and 
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acknowledge their requests for 
'reasonable catering prices. 

We intend to price our bar meals in the 
$4.50-7.50 price range, with the emphasis 
on wholesome filling meals. We will 
maintain a small restaurant and 
loungelbistro for those who prefer the 
more elaborate styles. 

Accommodation prices will remain the 
same as last year: 
1 bedroom cabin $315 (unserviced) per 
couple for 7 days ($43/night) and 
$10/extra person. 
2 bedroom $435 (unserviced) for 4 adults 
for 7 days ($62/night) 
2 bedroom delux $525 (unserviced) for 4 
adults for 7 days ($75/night) 

Guest house at twin share: 
2, 3 or 4 to a room - $27.50 per person per 
night package includes breakfast & din
ner (eg sausages & eggs, tea/coffee & 
dinner special of the night) 
Accommodation only (unserviced) -
$14.00 per person. 

Motel Rooms $34.50 package ( as above) 
or accommodation only (unserviced) at 
$19.00 per person 

Backpackers cottage (unserviced) still at 
$10 per person 

We will endeavour to take meal preferen
ces at earliest available time each day to 
handle the smooth operation of meal 
times (possibly briefmg times). 

We eagerly await your September tourna
ment and look forward to being your 
hosts. 

Neville Baker 

Product info ... 

The Bullett II and Escape Pod Harness 
from Sunshine Coast Gliders 

The 'Bullett II' is a C.G. slider harness 
which utilises a tubular aluminium frame 
with rounded corners and a very tight 
multiple layer webbing band from front to 
rear of this frame. 

The slider and single point suspension 
runs on this band and is controlled by an 
internal foot bar which allows for 'In
Flight' changes of body attitude. It has 
completely separate zippers for the top 
front entry and the bottom leg opening. 
The top 'jacket-style' front entry zipper is 
closed over by a hinged parachute module 
which is locked in place by 1 seat belt 
buckle and a 50mm camlock buckle, these 
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both attached to bands of seat-belt web
bing which tie into the main suspension 
system back-up. This front entry unit has 
been tested to lift 640 kg dead weight 
using a block and tackle through the 
suspension. 

The 'Escape Pod' is a basic humpback 
type pod utilising the 'Bullett' style front 
entry system for easy entry and exit in 
emergencies. It has 2 main suspension 
loops 7 cm apart to allow for preference of 
body angle. 

Answers to Michael Pilley's Hang 
Gliding Crossword in June's issue 

3 Aframe 

8 Swift 

12 Divergent 

14 Span 

15 GT 

16 Vario 

18 MagicKiss 

19 Clip 

20 Rotor 

22 Lee 

25 Turn 

28 Drag 

29 Aero 

30 AGL 

32 Dihedral 

33 Sideslip 

35 Speed 

36 Angle 

38 Loop 

39 Out 

40 Rag 

43 

44 

46 

48 

50 

53 

55 

56 

60 

63 

65 

66 

67 

68 

70 

71 

72 

See 

OutAndReturn 

Rogallo 

Wires 

InTopCondition 

Flutter 

ANO 

Wind Gradient 

Reflex 

Eye 

Sky 

CAO 

AT 

Trim 

TailWind 

Hang 

Gliders 

Dmm 
1 AspectRatio 

2 NoseIn 

4 Fin 

5 AN 

6 DefinedTip 

7 TE 

9 Weather 

10 Flight 

11 LeadingEdge 

13 Nose 

15 Ground 

17 Roach 

21 RadialTip 

23 Basebar 

24 Radio 

26 UnderSurface 

27 Sail 

31 Lockout 

33 Soar 

34 Pull 

37 Err 

41 

42 

45 

47 

49 

51 

52 

53 

54 

57 

58 

59 

61 

62 

64 

69 

Goal 

TowRope 

Density 

SinkRate 

Slope 

On 

Induced 

Flew 

Thermal 

Root 

Death 

Torn 

Foot 

XS 
Yaws 

Fee 

July 1991 



o 
ICOM 

P:' ne of the largest selling and most 

~popular UHF CRS handheld 

transceivers in Australia is also one of the 

smallest. The powerful !com IC-40G is 

packed with features including 5 watt output, 

12 memory channels for quick selection, scan 

operation, power save, plus the most 

comprehensive accessory system available. 

Count on us! 

monitor a prioriry channel (or channels) 

every five seconds while listening to another 

channel. 

Other outstanding features include: 

Power Save, which automat ically conserves 

power during standby conditions; Night 

Display Light; Dial Lock and Time Out Timer 

for prevention of accidental continuous 

ICOID Challenge the 
Belief that Everything 

Big is Better 

More Powerful Perfonnance. 

To ensure effective performance, the IC-4OG 

incorporates high sensitiviry and full 5 watt 

output power. A Full Scan function 

repeatedly searches all 40 operating channels 

to find your desired channel immediately. 

And Memory Scan can sequentially search 

12 memory channels, and skip 

unwanted channels. 

The Best Things In Life 

Conte In Small Packages 

Another function on the compact IC-40G is 

Dual Watch. This operation allows you to 

transmission. Built rugged and encased in a 

tough, splash and dust resistant membrane 

cover, the lC-40G is ideal for professionals, 

enthusiasts and all outdoor applications. 

A wide variety of options are also available 

including speaker-microphones, headset, 

battery packs, carrying cases, base charger, 

power adaptor and an advanced 5-Tone 

Selective Calling System can be easily 

installed at your !com dealer. 

For further information call free on (008) 338 915 
or write to Reply Paid 1009 Icom Australia Pty Ltd 
P. O. Box 1162 Windsor Victoria 3181 
Telephone (03) 529 7582 A.CN. 006 092575 L.L. Brown & Assoc. 3725 



Blitz -Kreig 
by Nicholas Palaric 

In Newcastle the team at Airborne have 
quietly been developing what could be 
one of the more significant Hang Glider 
designs in Australia. 

Glider design up to now has been by con
stant experimentation, or trial and error. 
Today's manufacturers are able to con
tinue with basically the same model for 
years. Provided they keep up by making 
minor additions that nudge the perfor
mance of their design further along and 
do not alter their design so drastically that 
it should go through the costly process of 
re-certification. In Australia the process 
of Certification has brought undeniable 
safety benefits. However, because of the 
absence of test facilities our designers had 
to bear the expense of travel to the North
ern Hemisphere with their gliders to pass 
our adopted safety standards. The huge 
cost of all this has placed a fmancial 
anchor upon their imaginations. 

At the Factory 

Airborne Windsports are not a small back 
yard operation. Over the years they have 
progressed from a Hang-gliding dealer
ship to a manufacturer of trikes and hang 
gliders. 

In another bold step forward Airborne 
had come up with another Australian 
first. In Newcastle, the team at AirBorne 
have built the first Hang Glider certifica
tion test rig in Australia. This now frees 
them from the expense of sending a glider 
and test crew overseas to pass certifica
tion tests. They can now do it right here in 
Australia and to the US,German or Swiss 
standards. 

The first result from all this know-how 
was the STING. The Sting is designed to 
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be a light weight 
general purpose 
hang glider that 
would suit a 
novice to inter
mediate pilot, be 
a sweet handling 
coastal glider as 
well as being 
capable of inland 
thermals and 
long cross 
country flights. It 
has already 
proven itself to 
be quite capable 
in these areas. 

Airborne have 
now added a new 
glider to their stable. This new product is 
aimed at the high performance end of the 
market and should interest many ad
vanced pilots both here in Australia and 
overseas. It is called the BLITZ and it has 
the promise to be a real winner in the 
coming competition circuit. In fact Air
borne are so confident with this glider 
that former World Champion Ricky Dun
can is using a Blitz in the competition 
circuit this year. 

Last week I was able to visit the Airborne 
factory in Redhead, Newcastle and I had 
the unique experience of being able to test 
fly a new BLITZ and see for myself was 
all the buzz was about. 

On the ground 
The first noticeable thing about the Blitz 
is its weight. Australian gliders by com
parison with foreign gliders have always 
been heavy. I was expecting to lift some
thing as heavy as an old World Beater. To 
my surprise the Blitz was significantly 
lighter. In fact it felt only marginally 
heavier than the Airwave Kiss I had been 
flying over the last few years. The Kiss 
weighs in at around 31 kilograms or so. 

Although I don't 
have a figure for 
the Blitz I would 
expect it's weight 
to be no greater 
than 32 kilos. The 
lightness is a 
relief if you fre
quently use one 
of those sites that 
have long carry in 
or for our female 
pilots who may 
not have the 
strength to move 
a heavy glider. 

Setting the glider 
up was a breeze. 
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Airborne have deliberately made it so. 
The base-bar is attached to one comer of 
the 'A' Frame so that there are only pip 
pins to do up. That saves a few seconds. 

For a high performance glider there are 
very few battens. A batten count for the 
Blitz shows only 27. In each wing there are 
eight in the top surface, four in the under
surface and one tip strut.There is also 
only one nose batten. There are no inter
mediate battens to insert. Airborne have 
altered the normal batten spacing so that 
they are close together for the inner part 
of the wing and further apart towards the 
tips. Intermediate battens are therefore 
not required. 

On the Keel of the Blitz is a new variation 
of the cross-bar pull back. Airborne have 
developed their own safety catch that sits 
on the top of the keel. There is a neat 
pulley system that disappears into the 
rear of the keel which is used to pull back 
the cross-bars. It provides a 2:1 reduction 
in force and that makes it quite easy to 
pull the tang over the safety catch. Releas
ing will close the catch on the tang. At the 
very end of the keel is a special end cap 
that fits over the edge of the tube. 

The nose catch on the Blitz is of the same 
type as the crossbar catch on the keel. The 
front wires are swaged to a steel ring and 
the ring attaches to the hook of the nose 
catch. The button pops up to prevent the 
ring falling out. 

The glider sets up in four simple stages. 
Rig the "A" frame, stuff the battens, pull 
the cross bars and hook the nose catch. 
You don't have to worry about the luff line 
compensator. It was taken care of when 
you pulled back the cross bars. It's worth 
mentioning that you can lay the glider flat 
on the ground without having to undo the 
setup inside the wing. 

With the Blitz set up one can see some 
obvious similarities with the current style 
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of hang glider. Keel pocket less, high 
aspect ratio and big undersurface. There 
are also some differences. I've already 
mentioned Airborne's strategy with the 
battens on the Blitz. The most visible 
departure from the gliders we used to 
seeing is the gold anodizing Airborne are 
using. It looks quite different. They are 
similar to those used in Europe by quite a 
few manufacturers. They feature tur
bulators on the leading edge and a thick 
soft black rubber tapered trailing edge. 
The size of these uprights is much smaller 
than the large "Airwave" style that have 
traditionally been used. This will be a real 
pleasure for those with a small hand span. 
A special feature here is the way they can 
detach. At each end of the uprights are 
two spring loaded stainless steel locating 
pins, one on each side of the airfoil. Just 
press them in and the tube will slide off 
the "A" frame corner at one end or the 
heart section at the other. If ever you 
break an upright it is possible to replace 
it in a matter of seconds. No tools needed. 

Looking inside the under surface and you 
can see a pair of rather oversized cross
bar tubes. These are larger than on most 
other gliders and by virtue of the extra 
diameter would provide extra strength in 
maneuvers or turbulence. The pulley sys
tem for the cross bars has been placed in 
the front section of the wing just behind 
the nose plates. Placing the VB system in 
front like this allow~ easier inspection and 
better operation with reduced friction in 
a less confmed space. The sail looks good 
and sits of the airframe quite nicely. The 
Blitz comes with a standard trailing edge 
band. Alan Daniels is the Airborne sail 
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maker and he has applied his high 
standard of work to this wing. 

In the air 
When I first picked up the Blitz I 
was impressed by the neutral 
static balance. The Blitz held it's 
nose into the wind without having 
to shoulder it into the correct 
angle of attack. The rubber back
ed uprights required only a light 
grip as they gently rested on my 
shoulders before launch. Launch 
was smooth and easy. 

The Blitz felt like an Intermediate 
glider. The control pressures 
were light and the glider felt 
responsive, too responsive to be a 
high performance glider I first 
thought. The roll-rate proved to 
be quite fast and switching from 
extreme left and right banks re
quired very little effort. No great 
force was needed to pull on the 
V.B. rope. The glider felt more 

precise in the air now it had more sail 
tension. The amount of input was slightly 
increased and the glider was now harder 
and slower to turn but still remained quite 
steerable. 

I was able to make nice flat slow turns 
without having pay too much attention to 
maintaining a constant bank. 

In circles with a bank of more than 30 
degrees the Blitz would show the usual 
tendency to increase it's bank of it's own 
accord. This winding-in helps to keep the 
glider centered in a thermal core and is 
not as drastic as some other gliders I have 
flow. 

Together with the light control inputs and 
it's tendency to pitch up it's nose in lift the 
Blitz exhibits characteristics of a good 
thermalling wing. 

While exploring 
the Blitz's be
haviour in circles 
I uncovered what 
could be an ir
ritation in flight. 
If the cross bars 
are fully forward 
(minimum sail 
tension)and you 
are flying too 
slowly with a high 
bank the glider 
will start to, quite 
predictably, side
slip to recover air 
speed. This is 
normal but be
cause the roll 
pressure lightens 
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for just a fraction of a second it feels 
rather unpleasantly like the wing tip is 
going to tuck under. It never does though 
and I tried several times. It always 
recovered nicely. This tendency goes 
away when there is a small amount of VB 
applied, so as long as you know about it 
and keep up the airspeed there should 
never be a problem. 

The Blitz enjoys the wide speed range that 
we expect in a modern glider. It's quite 
possible to peg the Hall ASI to the top of 
the scale and still maintain a good glide 
(dive?) angle. Though I was unable to 
quantify it's glide performance, the Blitz 
felt quite on par with my Kiss which I 
know has a mean LD. 

Finally 
The team at Airborne have got a good 
glider in the Blitz. Of all the Australian 
gliders the Blitz it has the highest stand
ard of fittings and finish. The Blitz is as 
good as, if not better than, any European 
glider. The sail work is of a high standard 
and the airframe geometry is sensibly 
balanced. The almost perfect manners of 
the glider make it a delight to fly. It's easy 
to setup, easy to handle, easy to fly and 
easy to land. If you are in the market for 
a new high performance glider you should 
seriously consider test flying a Blitz for 
yourself. 

Air Borne Blitz 

Area 

Span 

Aspect 
Nose angel 

Not currently certified 

14.3 sq metres 
151 sq. feet 
10.6 metres 

33 feet 
7.21 
1272 
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Women's Open 1991 
by Tove Heaney 

The Women's Open 1991 was held at Mt 
Buffalo from 3 March to 9 March. Invita
tions were sent through the mail a couple 
of weeks before the competition. The 
girls wanted a comp this season, but be
cause of the short notice they didn't want 
it to be a National Championship. The 
organisers of this comp were Birgit and 
Jo; Helen organised the media. 

The headquarters were at Mt Buffalo 
caravan park, where all the girls stayed. 
Since Helen and Jo-Jo showed up with 
"awesome" 4WD's, transport up the hills 
was "no worries". 

Out of the 7 girls who participated, 6 were 
going to the Women's World Champion
ships in Austria. The Open was a nice 
competition practice and get together for 
the Australian team. 

On the first day, we went to Mt Buffalo. 
Some wind techs launched while we were 
setting up. The conditions looked great 
and a task was set to Germantown bridge 
and back to Porepunkah airstrip. When 
the pilots started to launch, the wind
techs started to lose height and Buffalo 
wasn't working that well anymore. 

Most of us glided over to Porepunkah 
Hill. Helen worked well and hard to get 
up, later making goal most impressively. 
By the way this was Helen's first flight 
after changing to a brand new Moyes XS 
142 glider. Well done! 
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One of the girls launching at Mt Buffalo 

The rest of the field landed at (or close to) 
the airstrip with some girls going up for a 
reflight. Birgit then made the turnpoint, 
leaving Helen as the big winner of the day. 

The second day was very windy as we went 
to Bright Hill, but didn't even set up. 
Since we were so few, and easy to or
ganise, we all went down to Bright for 
lunch. 

After which the wind calmed, enabling us 
to launch late in the afternoon. A bit of 
soaring was the best we could do and we 
all landed at Bright Hill bombout. 

On the third day we went to Mt Emu 
where there was no movement in the air. 
We waited and waited in the small "puffs" 
that came from over the back. Not 
another day down the tube! 

Finally we were able to launch the first 
competitor at 2.45 pm with everyone else 
off within 20 minutes. The day was un
believable with pilots out in the valley and 
above the ridge. 

The task was to reach the intersection at 
Running Creek and back to Tawonga 
pub. Everybody had a good run to the 
turnpoint but then were dropping out of 
the sky. Birgit, Toni and Helen made it 
back a short way from the turnpoint. A 
fun day, with great flying for all of us. 

The fourth day was Mt Buffalo again, with 
the task to Ovens intersection and back to 
Bright goal field. Unfortunately this day 
also became very windy. Some of the 
pilots got up on the mountain but strong 
headwinds towards the turnpoint put no
one further than a couple of kilometres 
down the valley. Everyone receives an 
equal score. 

Day five with a northerly once more saw 
us at Bright Hill with Harrietville oval and 
back to Bright as the task. Although the 
clouds looked good, the hill wasn't work-
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ing when in shadow. Leith and Helen 
launched first and were looking really 
good until the hills turned off and they 
landed at the bombout field. 

Birgit and Toni were the only two to get 
away with a good run to Harrietville, but 
found too strong a head wind to get back. 
Toni won the day. 

Day six saw the comp in Judy Leden's 
hands. We first set up at Mt Buffalo but a 
tailwind sent us to Bright Hill once more. 
Judy set an "easy task" past Smoko in the 
Harrietville Valley with a turnpoint on the 
way. Judy left to set up goal, expecting to 
see everyone there, as conditions looked 
very good! Unfortunately everyone 
landed in the bomb out field. "What a 
bummer". 

The last day was cancelled due to rain. 
Congratulations to Helen Ross-Smith for 
her well earned and fair win. She beat us 
all by flying hot the first day and staying 
consistent. The conditions weren't the 
best but we had fun and an educational 
week of flying during the compo 

I would like to thank the sponsors: Moyes, 
AirBorne and Enterprise Wings, as well 
as all the great girls and guys who helped 
us. A special thanks to Canadian Jan "see 
you next year". 

Our encouragement award went to little 
Jo-Jo who, with her little glider, valiantly 
fought the strong winds during the compo 

Pilot Score 

Helen Ross-Smith 
Birgit Svens 
Toni Noud 
Leith Silva 
JoMcNamara 
ToveHeaney 
Avril Craighead 

2605 
2510 
2471 
2070 
1%1 
1861 
1787 
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A Word on the Blitz Nose
catch 

minimum breaking strength of 420 kg. 
The ring which attaches to the front wires 
has a safe working load of 900 kg, with a 
breaking load of 1800 kg. 

mation. At 1 ton the ring started to elon
gate. Obviously there would be no chance 
of reaching this sort of load in flight. 

Dear Marie 
Thank you for printing our BLITZ test rig 
article in the May Skysailor. 

We have had a very favourable response 
to the BLITZ so far but I have had a few 
enquiries regarding the structural in
tegrity of our nose-clip/nose ring assemb
ly (nose catch). Even though the BLITZ 
was tested beyond the HGF A structural 
standard, I thought I might drop a quick 
note to dispel any concerns about the 
structural integrity of the BLITZ nose 
catch. 

From the above manufacturer's specifica
tions, it is obvious that there are sig
nificant component safety factors 
designed into the BLITZ. 

We then decided to put the alloy "quick 
clip" block coupled with the X-bar pull 
back shackle through its paces. At 1.5 
tonnes and in good order we called it a 
day. 

Firstly, the forward rigging has very little 
load as the frame is raked forward 7 
degrees off vertical. The frame rake 
transfers the majority of the resultant load 
to the aft rigging. Next time you fly grab 
hold of the front rigging and you will see 
that there is minimal load. 

Secondly, the cables used on the BLITZ 
are 3/32" (7x19 304 grade stainless) with a 

Putting manufacturer's figures aside, we 
decided to place the whole unit (wires, 
ring and quick clip) into our component 
test rig. We 
utilised our 
hydraulic ram 
coupled to the 
load cell and 
started to tension 
the unit with the 
welded ring in 
the most adverse 
position. 

The wire as
sembly was 
tested to over 800 
kg with no defor-

Safe flying 
Rick Duncan, 
AIRBORNE 

GARRY STEVENSON 
34 Cambra Road, Belmont,GEELONG, Vic. 

Ph 018 351 389, AH/Fax 052 432185 

Onshore Paragliders are pleased to announce a range of fully 
certified paragliders for 1991. 

Manufactured by Paracond Corporation and currently being sold in 
Europe, The U.S.A., and Japan. The prime concern is safety first and 
performance--second. All paragliders have passed the certification 
standards of Gutesiegel (GermJSwit.), PI (Jap.) or Acfpuls(Fr.). 

For the complete beginner. Easy to launch and fly. Modest performance with pricing to match, the Jet and Duck models are 
a good point to start. More than 2500 sold over the last 3 years, the paraglider has proved an ideal learning canopy. Priced 
from $1790-2040. 

For the beginner/intermediate pilot. Just as easy to launch and fly as the Jet and Duck but with a glide ratio of 5:1. The 
FD/Jaguar is forgiving enough to be used by complete beginners and continue with performance to satisfy intermediate 
pilots. 4800 sold over the last two years. Also available in polyester and priced from $2245-2395. 

For intermediate pilots who demand a paraglider to suit all conditions. The Psychic canopy has exceptional wind penetration 
and stability in strong gusty conditions. Whether ridge soaring or thermalling, the Psychic is a very versatile paraglider. 1000 
sold since 1989. Priced from $2490-2575. 

Stop Press!!! New Release! For intermediate pilots, a brand new design this year. Exceptionally safe and stable with good 
performance. The GP comes in three sizes: 22 to 27 sq metres. From $2690. 

For the ultimate in performance the Malibu has few peers. A glide ratio of 6.1:1 on the Malibu 21 ensures lift on the lightest 
breeze. It can be ridge soared on as little as 5-8 knts! Accelerator system allows good penetration in stronger winds. An 
exceptional thermalling paraglider the Malibu is for the pilot who demands the best possible performance without sacrificing 
safety from the latest designs. Available only since last year, 450 Malibu's have been sold already. Priced from $2925-$3045. 
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Also available, Tandem and Competition Models 
Demonstration model Pshyic including harness and rucksack $1990 
Demonstration model canopies available up to $1000 off new price. 
A Recreational Paragliding Licence Is Required For Any Purchase 
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Tomas 
Suchanek 

Interviewed by 'Spanish Joe' on 24.2.91 
before his World Championship win in 

Brazil 
Reprinted from Skywings 

Please tell us a bit about yourself, Tomas 

Usually I stay in Prague, the capital of 
Czechoslovakia; I have been flying for 11 
years - I started in 1980. At the beginning 
of this year I reached my 1,OOOth hour in 
the air, hang gliding. I know this is not 
much! 

Have you any brothers and sisters? 

I have a younger brother, but he doesn't 
fly, he does everything in another direc
tion! 

What do your parents think about you 
flying? 

In the beginning they did not like the idea, 
but now they are OK and they help me a 
lot. 

Does your country like hang gliding, do they 
admire you for your flying? 

Well, the weather is like England - not so 
good. We don't fly much, usually at the 
weekends. Our people have trouble get
ting hang gliders, we cannot buy them -
they are usually home made. 

What made you choose the Moyes XS, an 
Australian glider? 

I started to fly Moyes three years ago in 
Australia because Bill made me a good 
offer. I am very happy with the glider. 

Since you had a very successful competi
tion in Switzerland last year, you must have 
had a lot of offers, why don't you change to 
another glider? 

The most important thing to me is flying, 
not the deals from manufacturers. Moyes 
gliders - I think they are the best in the 
world and they perform really well - that's 
a good combination for me! 

So do you make a living from flying hang 
gliders? 

Well, I would like to feel independent of 
hang gliding, to do it just for fun, as I did 
up until now. Three months ago I finished 
in University where I studied aircraft en
gineering but now I must fmd a job. 

This year seems to have been exciting for 
Czechoslovakia - what have been the ef
fects?It has been very difficult, the 
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economic situation has changed now and 
the standard of living has gone down. 
People have a lot of trouble just trying to 
make enough money to buy food and pay 
for their flats. Most people do not have 
enough money to do sports and have fun. 

Are you then in the upper or middle class 
in Czechoslovakia? 

We have a different situation there! The 
only good thing about communism is that 
it really destroyed the classes in society. 
People in Czechoslovakia do not feel 
strictly which class they are in. I do not 
know what class I am in, I don't feel it. I 
live the way I want, I am free. 

On that question -since you have seen a lot 
of th world, do you think you will ever want 
to leave Czechoslovakia and go to live 
somewhere like Australia? 

Before the political changes in Czechos
lovakia in 1989 I was sure that I had to 
leave Czechoslovakia because life there 
was really bad, especially in the political 
sense - in every way in fact. People did not 
have freedom, they didn't feel free, they 
could not travel, they couldn't voice their 
opinions to others. It was really bad. 
Now, after the changes, I want to stay 
there. 

After your success in Switzerland - where 
you were the darling of the competition, you 
must feel confident here. 

I was very surprised that I did so well 
there, I don't know why really because I 
don't like flying in the mountains - I prefer 
the flatlands or small hills. Switzerland 
was a new kind of flying to me. I probably 
just had good luck. 

I know Switzerland was difficult, but does 
Govemador Valadares suit you better? 

Yes, I feel much better here, 
the flying is safer at height. 
WHen we flew in Switzer-
land in the high mountains 
with strong winds there was 
big turbulence and wave. I 
felt very bad about some of 
the flights I made, I do not 
want to fly in the same con
ditions again. 

Who (apart from yourself) do 
you think will win here in 
Brazil? 

If we have good conditions like last year 
or the year before then I think Paulo is not 
fast enough. If we have conditions like 
today, with wind and rain then a lot of 
people will have a chance to win. 

What have you been doing this last year? 

I have started flying around the world! 
Last year I was in Australia, then I 
travelled through Europe. I was in Brazil 
last year, but mostly I am looking forward 
to flying at home. We have small hills and 
usually I expect short flights. I did not fly 
there much last year, so I am looking 
forward to it this year, flying on my own 
hills. 

Do you think we could have a good com
petition in Czechoslovakia? 

Yes, I think it is possible to have an inter
national competition there, we have a 
couple of good sites. Last year's Czechos
lovakian championships were good, one 
of the longest tasks was a 130 km triangle, 
about 4 or 5 people made it. Sometimes 
we have good conditions there. 

We all missed you at the Superleague in the 
UK last year, will you come to our country? 

I didn't come last year because I went to 
Japan and I was very busy in school. I 
would like to fly in England very much, to 
compare the flying there with the flying in 
my country. 

Thank you Tomas, you would be most 
welcome to fly as a guest of the League. I 
hope you will come, thank you for the in
terview, good luck in the competition. 

Tomas Suchanek, World Champion 1991 
(Tomas went on to win the 1991 World 
Hang Gliding Championships in Brazil) 

I think John Pendry has the 
best chance but there are a 
couple of others who have a 
good chance too. _'WAIT TILL THE GlJ'I5 

WOR.¥-ED 
ONe !!!' 

Don't you think that Paulino 
(Paulo Coehlo) has a better 
chance because he is local? 
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State and Club News 
Queensland 

Townsville Hang Gliding 
Association 

This short but sweet "tit -bit" announces 
the resurrection of the Townsville Hang 
Gliding Association. An early "coup" of 
this new committee has been to secure 
CAA approval to fly Castle Hill, an 800 
footer smack in the city centre. Despite 
the fact that the flight was aborted due to 
our mate POOR WINDS, we hope to try 
again in a couple of months time for the 
Townsville Pacific Festival. 

Happy South-easterlies 
Ray Belbin# 

Canungra Club 
General Meeting will be held on Saturday 
13th July at 7.30 pm at Ken Hill's home. 
BYO meat and salads. Beer supplied by 
the club. All welcome. 

The Canungra Club will continue to hold 
club meetings on the 2nd Saturday of each 
month. 

Jon Durand, President# 

New South Wales 
Byron Bay Hang Gliding Club 
Coorabell once again was converged 
upon by pilots. This time for the June 
meeting. Quite a few new faces, as well as 
a lot of old regulars. And even a face or 
two that we hadn't seen for a couple of 
years. Good to see the club spirit alive and 
well. 

The meeting was a bit painful for a mem
ber or two who were rapped over the 
knuckles for breaking HGFA rules. 
Please remember that if you are not fman
cial DO NOT FLY!! 

Greg informed us of a new buddy system, 
whereby each newer pilot chooses an ex
perienced pilot or vice-a-versa to be his 
buddy. This enables the newer pilot to 
continue to learn under guidance, hope
fully avoiding any unnecessary errors 
along the way. The club has available a 
complete contact list of members with 
phone numbers and addresses. It would 
be to your advantage to choose someone 
who lives reasonably close to you to 
enable ease of arranging get togethers. 

We have a new secretary due to Brian's 
resignation. Thanks both to Brian for his 
work while holding the position and 
thanks to Shirley Lake for taking up the 
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spot. Shirley's phone number is (066) 
858147. 

That's it for this month; fly safe and look 
after those buddies.# 

Mid Nort Coast 
HANG GLIDING 

Assn. 

Meeting Saturday 18th May 1991, opened 
8.15pm at Kew Hotel. 

Joe Scott led off with a concern that he 
could be banned from landing his trike on 
Crescent Head Beach. Someone had 
complained, though no one knew what 
the complaint was about. Joe had written 
to Council giving reasons why he should 
be allowed to continue using the beach. 
Lee was also concerned that if Kempsey 
Council took negative action, Port may 
follow suite. Ben was asked to have a quiet 
word to Counsellor Lidey to ascertain the 
situation. 

The Flyin to chose a Club Champion was 
a rainy day and as Jim Parsons was the 
only one to show up - he was elected. 

Pilot Beach Ramp is to be completed and 
a gate erected, though we are still to 
receive receipts from Lee Scott for the 
work that has already been completed. 

We have not yet received a reply from 
NSWHGA and the northern region com
mittee on the application for refund of 
expenses for signs on North Brother and 
Nellies. A motion was put by Jim to fully 
support the next Freestyle Competition. 

The motion was defeated, on the grounds 
it was felt that commercial interests could 
profit, and we had no money to run it. 
However, we would support it the same 
way as last time,' that is with manpower, 
and it was recommended that a commit
tee be set up to help properly disperse the 
workload. 

Correspondence was received from the 
Forestry Commission advising that pilots' 
cars have caused problems for logging 
and public traffic near Little Nellies, so 
they have graveled a parking area 100 
meters north of T.O. and would be 
pleased if we would use it, after we have 
dropped off our gliders. 

Joe invited us to enter the $200 spot land
ing competition, Crescent Head Sky 
Show, on the June long weekend. 

The next meeting will be after a Flyin at 
Gloucester Air Strip Saturday 6th July. 
The Cooplacuripa Cup will be held in the 
long weekend in October 5th, 6th & 7th. 
To enter you must be sponsored per 
kilometre, all money raised to be donated 
to Camp Quality. Entry fee $15, camp fee 
$5 per person per night. For further infor
mation phone Joe Scott 065 650042. 

Meeting closed 10.15pm 

Ben Leonard# 

Elizabeth, Boomerang & Bluey's Beaches from Booti, Pacific 
Palms -photo by Ken Stothard 
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Central Coast Hang Gliding 
Inc 

Just a word of warning to pilots who may 
want to fly North Wybung and South 
Wybung in the Munmorah Park. Please 
bring you rating cards and show them to 
the rangers at the gate. There has been a 
fire at one of the sites and trees have been 
cut down. We do not believe that this 
vandalism has been caused by hang glider 
pilots but it led to the suspension of flying 
for a short time. Our executive has 
cleared this matter up. 

Further bad news in the form of the road 
closure into Moonee Beach. This has 
been done by Coal and Allied Industries, 
who own the site. They have done this to 
restore the area damaged by 4 wheel 
drives and to clean the area used by 
campers. The site may still be flown but 
you will have to carry your kite about 3/4 
of a kilometre to launch. 

In other news, we have lost our permanent 
visitor, Mark Moulston who has gone to 
live ont he Gold Coast and we have lost 
our former secretary, Brian Hampson 
who has gone to live near Widgee in 
Queensland. The local pilots are trailing 
the Newcastle boys around the 
Wattagan's and we have had visits by Dick 
McWhinney and Rolf Muller who spoke 
on parachutes and radios. Thanks again 
to those gentlemen. 

Yours in soaring 
Central Coast Club 

Upper Blue Mountains Hang 
Gliding Club 

Late in Maya group of enthusiastic local 
pilots got together and formed the Upper 
Blue Mountains Hang gliding Club. The 
club welcomes new members, hang glider 
and paraglider pilots who want to come 
up and sample some premium inland 
flying. 

Black's Beach, Mackay, N Qld - photo Dave Redman 
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The area has some great thermal sites for 
summer and in winter the consistent 
westerlies offer smooth soaring condi
tions. At present the club is finalising 
access to sites that face most directions. 
Many will be suitable for novice and inter
mediate pilots - just the place to come and 
gain some airtime and only a couple of 
hours from Sydney. 

Many of the club pilots are intermediate 
and novice rated so we will welcome 
anyone keen to come and sample the joys 
of inland flying with friendly and helpful 
local pilots. 

We've developed a program of site im
provements, there's a ramp to ftnish out 
at Wolgan (thermal site, N and ENE), 
some clearing of a SE site and a streamer 
pole to put up on the landing at Mt Black
heath to help avert the dreaded katabatic 
from claiming any more uprights. 

Mt Blackheath has turned on some bril
liant flying days recently. One Sunday 
saw 15 hang gliders (and one lonely PG) 
enjoying smooth winter air with a few 
weak thermals thrown in. Dave Kattau 
had ftve tandem flights over the weekend 
and Paul Bowers flew back to Wentworth 
Falls but most were content to cross over 
to the back ridge or just soar the main 
cliff. A club trip to Rankin (ESE) saw 
everyone sitting around watching the 
clouds advancing - but despite lots of "yeh 
I think it'll come up soon" type talk we 
didn't get a breath all day. Dave Kattau 
put one of his students off for a glide and 
we experimented with hand towing up a 
paraglider to pass the time. 

So come on up and join us for some flying, 
membership is $12.00 for a year, starting 
from July 1. Contact the president, Glen 
Thompson on (063) 531239 or myself on 
(047) 871480. 

Lucas Trihey, Secretary. 
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Sutton Forest Flyers Inc 

A club meeting was held on Sunday 2nd 
June as per the rather short notice. Free 
champagne and brunch attracted a 
moderate roll up. 

Among other items it was decided to 
produce a site guide and contact list for 
Cambewarra, Tumut and other club sites. 
As most sites are on private property, it is 
important to know the correct preflight 
and post-flight procedure for site usage. 

Some members have still not paid the fees 
for this year and are to be approached as 
to whether they wish to rejoin. The fees 
are only for the newsletter on club ac
tivities. The newsletter is needed as the 
club has a geographical distribution from 
Tumut to Blackheath, Sydney and Wol
longong. Regionalisation may mean no 
fees are necessary next year. 

It was decided to hold a site cleanup at 
Cambewarra on the Queen's birthday 
weekend followed by a BBQ at Paul 
Gray's. The weather was a bit damp as it 
turned out. 

The next club meeting will be held on the 
weekend of 3rd and 4th of August which 
will also be a flying weekend. The meeting 
will be on Saturday night at a venue to be 
determined. A newsletter will be sent out 
with the details or contact me closer to the 
date. 

Don Farrar 

K A P ( 

Kosciusko Alpine 
Paragliding Club 

Most of you will remember Alison Syrett 
(you'd have to be blind to forget her) who 
competed in the first Australian Nation
als held in Thredbo last year. Just heard 
that she was recognised by the Royal 
Aero Club of Britain, along with three 
other paragliding pilots, in their 1990 an
nual awards. Alison, who impressed 
many with her flying (as well), was 
awarded the President's Rolex Trophy 
for Young Achievers to recognise her 
success at competition level. 

With winter snows not too far away many 
of you will be looking forward to ski 
takeoffs again. It's probably the safest 
method of launching from the top of 
Crackenback, but there is still inherent 
dangers lurking, mainly curious skiers 

July 1991 

Max Browne landing at Back Beach Albany WA -p. Eric Browne 

who wonder about our sanity. Section4.7 
(iii) of the rule book goes like this: 
"Paragliders shall not be flown within a 
horizontal distance of25 metres from per
sons other than those directly associated 
with the operation of paragliders at the 
launch or landing sites." Most skiers 
enjoy watching us fly and remember that 
it is their mountain too. For their safety 
as well as your own, ask them politely to 
keep well clear during launch. 

Forgot to mention Eddie (the eagle) 
Kunsus' visit to Stanwell Park immedi
ately after the last Nationals. Eddie 
hitched a ride over there with local in
structor Ted Jenkins to try out some coas
tal soaring after hearing about the mega 
hours being logged by Stanwell para 
pilots. Eddie couldn't wait to get back to 
tell Stuart that he had knocked off his club 
endurance record with a flight of just over 
two hours. Congrats, Eddie and it just 
goes to show that the old Swing Orbit will 
stay up - if the wind's strong enough. 

Whilst talking about airtime, it's good to 
see Heinz Gloors' very first wing, a New 
Wave in the air again, even if it is decor at -
ing the ceiling of the EAgles Nest Res
taurant at the top of the Crackenback 
chair lift. So if you want to see a piece of 
paragliding antiquity, and enjoy some 
good food at the same time, see you up the 
top. 

On your way down to Thredbo this winter, 
call in and see club member Mike Spratt. 
Mike and his father have the motel and 
service station at Michelago (about twen
ty minutes south of Canberra) and look 
forward to your calling in and introducing 
yourselves. 

Team Australia T-shirts will be available 
shortly and will prove to be the best sport 
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tops yet. At $40, they feature fleecy lining, 
draw string collar, long sleeves and a great 
logo which features a kangaroo (complete 
with thongs and a hat with corks) flying a 
paraglider. Already several have been 
reserved and as only 150 will be produced, 
get in touch with me to order yours. 
Proceeds from the sale of the T-shirts will 
go towards the Australian Paragliding 
Team at the World Championships in 
France this year. 

Visited Bright recently and there sitting 
outside Brian Webb's house was ... a Pajo 
Jet back pack motor. The adrenalin 
flowed at the thought of taking it for a 
spin. Unfortunately it was suffering from 
ignition trouble so no go. Another visit to 
Bright a few days ago had me excited 
about getting airborne in a paraglider 
from a flat airfield, but I was thwarted 
again, this time by the weather. Brian is 
taking a few days break shortly and hope
fully will visit Thredbo with the Pajo. 

Watch out for a paraglider flying up hill! 

First off, an important announcement -
VHGA Annual General Meeting to be 
held at the Anchor & Hope Tavern 6th 
August 7.30 pm sharp. The Anchor & 
Hope by the way is in Church Street, 
Richmond. Committee members will be 
elected and general hang gliding issues 
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II State and Club News cont ... 
discussed, so in your interests, it is impor
tant that you are there. 

Hope you've all been getting out there 
and having a fly even though it has been 
cold. There's plenty of sites to fly. Wer
ribee Gorge has been working lately in the 
northerlies. Sites up around Warrigal 
Rocks way also. 

Speaking of Warrigal Rocks, Rob Julian 
flew 82 kms off this site a few months back. 
This is the best flight that I've heard of 
from this site. ''What a pearla!" He flew 
all the way back to Melbourne and landed 
at the Kilsyth Oval. 5,000 ft was the 
highest he got off the hill, then thermals 
were only taking him to 3000-4000 ft - well 
done, Rob. 

The next issue I would like to mention 
affects me personally. I would like to ask 
the Victorian Hang Gliding fraternity to 
help me. My hang glider was stolen, yes 
knicked from my car in Prahran, outside 
the Argo Inn on the night of 15th June. 

The glider to look out for is a GTR 162 
Worldbeater in a red and black glider 
bag. The glider has a white MS and dark 
blue and light blue US. A reward for the 
glider's retrieval will be offered. I would 
also like to spifflicate the offender. 

If you find the glider for me I will pack up 
your glider for you for the next year, or 
perhaps I could carry your glider up 
Mariner's Lookout everytime you fly 
there or even drive for you, yes, 
D.d.d.d.d.drive! That was hard to say! 

Not Gotta Fly 
Dobbo 

rc-:: ___ _ 

Western Australia 
Howdy Sandgropers 
The onset of the wet weather has meant 
that we grab flying time when we can, 
which doesn't seem to be too often of late. 
In fact, it was a bit of a struggle just to find 
someone at the last meeting who'd had a 
decent fly. Conto's has been on during 
the week and off for the weekends which 
is about typical. Those who have 
managed to catch it during an on-time 
have enjoyed the site's abundant 
pleasures. I am currently negotiating with 
CALM to enlarge takeoff so as the 
parapente boys can get away without 
dragging half a ton of bush with them. It 
is the safety aspect that we pointed out to 
CALM which I hope will provide the jus
tification to give us an extra 5 metres of 
space. 

Club sales have picked up with almost all 
of the weak links gone, half of the three 
ring releases and most of the ftrst batch of 
upright tUbing. I have also found another 
very useful time that the club should have 
lots of by the time this goes to print. 
Those of you that saw the article in the US 
Hang Gliding magazine of a couple of 
months ago which referred to a hook knife 
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will probably agree with me that it would 
be a very handy piece of safety equipment 
to have. Getting hold of one was another 
matter. One or two people found a Hof
fman knife which apparently does the job 
of slicing thru hang loops or webbing very 
nicely but all my enquiries were fruitless. 
However I have found a ready source of a 
nifty little seat belt cutter used by our fIre 
brigade to quickly cut people out of cars. 
It is small, light, easy to use and comes 
with a velcro patch to ftt onto a harness of 
belt. I am going to push this as a recom
mended piece of safety equipment and at 
around $5 a pop, who would complain? 
Naturally the club will have a stock of 
them for sale. 

While on the subject of extracting money 
out of people, I'm a little disappointed 
that the payment of the radio licences 
seems to have stalled. Remember that 
the club has already paid the money to 
DOTC and is therefore carrying that 
amount until re-imbursed. Most mem
bers have paid up quickly but this 
reminder is to the rest. Remember, we 
know who you are an' are commin' ta get 
yer. Only joking, but please pay up. 

May's club meeting was not too well 
patronised but considering the weather 
the turnup wasn't that bad. As usual, the 
meeting ended with the awards. Rob 
Berndez won the ring of conftdence for 
landing in a paddock thru an open gate. 
The point being that there wasn't enough 
height to clear the fence and the gate just 
happened to be open. On the other hand, 
Mark McCumber won the Eagle Award 
for his out and back effort. Flew out in his 
glider and back to takeoff in a Cessna. It 
puts a whole new light on hitching a ride. 
Well, that's all from me. Till next month 
.. hang in there 
Keith Lush 
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*** STOLEN *** 
World Beater GTR 162 dark blue & light blue 
US white TS In red & black glider bag stolen 
from roof of car Argo Inn, Prahran, VIC 
REWARD phone Russell (03) 5445658 or 
5705461 W 

Pod harness (Henk Van Raalte make) blue 
with yellow stripe suit 6'2" or larger, stolen 
from Clayfleld Brisbane 13th May 1991 please 
phone Geoff (07)2625849 with any Informa
tion 

On the night of 28th April 1991 from Byron Bay 
Gyro 160 with blue LE and US, rainbow TS and 
yellow TE. The glider Is In good condition and 
has a faded red bag as well as bright coloured 
hang loops. Phone Shirley (066) 858147 H or 
857147W 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Foil 155 (Int) blue LE white MS yellow & orange 
US gd cond must sell $500 ph Brian (066) 869000 
BH or 867352 AH 

Mars 170 (Nov) red & white gd cond $1100 ph 
(049) 772273 

Magic Kiss 154 (Int) super tight sail gd handling 
fin pockets fitted 1.80 $2200 fins extra $100 ph 
(02) 9974423 

Foil 155 (Int) white TS red LE rainbow US ex 
cond low hrs incl batten profile owners manual 
standard & custom made waterproof glider bag 
& 2 spare uprights $1300 ono ph Richard (02) 
6312604 

The Edge 582 trike 12 hrs flying time with cover 
& trailer ex buy save $1ooo's off new price make 
me an offer ph (065) 555261 please leave name 
& no. so I can return your call also 
XACT harness brand new 

XS Easy (Nov) 12 mths old gd cond the perfect 
intermediate performance glider to prepare you 
for the quantum leap to high performance brute 
$2300 ono ph John (02) 864954 

XS 142 (Adv) dk blue LE grey/It blue US white 
MS 1 yr old never been bent $3000 ph Trevor 
(066) 793404 

Mission 170 (Nov) red gold & blue speed bar 
$1700 ph John (02) 8691957 AH 
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GTR 162 Race (Int) black LE white & pink US 
white MS gd cond flies great $1500 ono ph Greg 
(02) 9706531 

Moyes GTR 175 (Int) white MS red LE blue 
triangular insert faired king post 3 yrs old little 
flown (approx 50 hrs) properly stored in ex cond 
plus Cocoon harness in v gd cond lot for $1100 
ono ph Charles (02) 2323111 BH 5873747 after 
7pm & weekends . 

Moyes Mission 170 (Nov) white/blue harness, 
Ball varlo 651, Electrophone TX475 40ch UHF 
transceiver & ASI all for $3000 ph (02) 3274484 

Foil 140B (Int) ex cond low hrs 2 spare uprights 
incl $2400 ono ph Fran (02) 4893063 

AirBorne Trike 447 cc big wheels long range 
tank replete with Arrow I wing pink LE white MS 
$5200 negotiable ready to roll with reg'd trailer 
ph Ray (043) 923078 

Mars 170 (Nov) red LE white US gd cond $1200 
ph Peter (049) 772273 

Samantha Clarke & 
Christine McMillan 

at Mystic Bowl, Bright 

photo Robin Gauld 
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GME UHF radio 12 volt 240 volt charger with 
high gain aerial near new $525 also 
GTR 175 (Int) gd cond flys sweet $700 ph Ross 
(049) 431900 

Bandit 180 (Nov) in perf cond hardly flown $500 
also harness & parachute (02) 6612756 

Magic IV 166 (Int) in v gd cond a gift at $1000 
a~o . 

Foil 160B Kevlar Racer (Int) grey LE orange US 
ex cond $2500 both glider aerofoil uprights & 
king posts with speed bars ph (02) 6659186 

Wanted - Arrow Wing in gd cond ph Gary (068) 
522972 or Paul (068) 522049 AH 

Trike 64 hp Buzzard Jitted with an Arrow II wing 
in mint cond long range tanks all instrument pod 
& wheel spats tow release 14 hrs from new $8500 
ph Frank (067) 323306 AH 329100 

Fledge 3 (Int) v gd cond low hrs $1200 neg also 
Missile 180 (Int) beefed up by Moyes for coastal 
tandems 9d cond $1000 neg ph Dave (063) 
523435 

Moyes Mission 170 (Nov) dk blue LE It 
blue/white TE brand new 5 hrs $2000 ph Ian (065) 
539506 

Moyes 162 WB race (Int) It blue white MS ex 
cond low air hrs $2050 ph Graham (049) 499270 

Garage Sale I Foil 165 (Int) specially built for 
Bryan Hayhow heavy duty cloth mylar LE airfoil 
king post red/rainbow US all white wing & LE incl 
spare downtube & king post low hrs, a steal @ 
$1100 also 
2 x CB radios 1 x 40ch Midland handheld but 
runs off car cigarette lighter + aerial. 1 x 5ch 
Realistic + trailing aerial for glider $120for both 
also 
instruments in small streamlined pod Ball 620 
varlo + Altlmaster altimeter $150 ph Martyn 
Yeomans (02) 4847018 AH 

Thermallte Skyleg power pack 55% more thrust 
than standard unit, dual wheel aerofoiled sup
port leg, complete with test bench & weights, 
fuel tank & all fittings also 
Aero 170 (Nov) Grey LE fluro blue 1 st panel fluro 
green 2nd panel with brackets, extra keel wire & 
gusseting for Skyleg $3500 the lot will separate 
ph Steve (065) 547600 W, 556569 H 
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Aero 170 (Nov) fluro yellow LE grey 2nd panel 
17 hrs airtime $2200 ph (042) 971914 

Magic 111166 (Int) blue Le white triple sandwich 
sail with distinctive blue & white striped US 
modified VG for easy set up, modified batten 
profile to slow it up for easier landings, modified 
fittings to take Australian upright tubing, spare 
king post, suit heavy pilot wishing to move up to 
performance glider $900 ph Ben (065) 821966 

XS 155 (Adv) currently certified model fluro yel
low warp MS fluro pink scrim LE purple & white 
US king post hang scrim TE band ex cond fiys 
great low hrs only $3000 for quick sale 
Parachute perfect cond $250 ph Mark (066) 
243111 

Foil 152 Combat (Adv) red/pink LE grey US 
white kevlar TE flies great gd value $2800 ph 
(049) 292175 

GTR 162 VG (Int) pink & yellow $800 also 
Moyes Pod red suit 6' $250 ph Ross (065) 569167 
or Lee (065) 569692 

PA Ballistic Chute + brackets for trike $750 ph 
(065) 505789 

Air Borne Trike Ex cond dual seat big wheels 
suspension 503 Rotax 68 inch prop Arrow I wing 
gold LE orange/white MS white US complete 
with trailer reg 9/91 $6900 also 
Moyea GTS 170 (Int) fair cond red LE red/white 
US white MS speed bar & VG handles well + 
cocoon harness suit pilot 5'8"-5'10· & helmet 
good nic, will separate $850 the lot ph Steve 
(049) 513230 
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Apco HI-lite I 5 hrs airtime complete with bag, 
harness and backup chute $2,000 ono ph (042) 
674570 

Coli Fombat 152C (Aclv) 15 mths old gd cond 
fluro green LE grey & pink US with black tips flys 
& performs great $2800 will trade also 
GTR 175 (Int) perf cond flys great gd glider for 
larger pilot $1450 also 
Certified side by side Imported trikes $18,500 
new (original price $29,000) also 
Buzzard 532110 hrsArrow II grcond $9,500 also 
Wanted from you North Queenslanders - green 
coconuts (or just turning brown) bring some 
down to Clybucca & you'll be handsomely 
rewarded - just don't you worry about that. Ph 
Joe Scott (065) 650042 

Gyro 180 (Nov) orange black & rainbow + 
Moyes cocoon harness gd cond $950 ono ph 
Russell (02) 857599 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Moyes 162 WB (Int) Recession special $1800 
parallel plus MS white LE pink & blue US pink & 
blue TS ph Jules Makk (08) 2611902 anytime 

Mars 170 (Nov) gd cond black LE white MS 
red/yellow US $900 ph Paul (08) 3845742 

Vision Eclipse (Nov) ex cond low hrs never been 
nosed in, an easy to handle light-weight glider & 
stirrup harness, suit beginner or recreational 
pilot, a greatthermalling glider $1500 ph Bill (08) 
2702032 

Mars 170 (Nov) gd cond $600 no offers ph Nigel 
or Paul Kelley (08) 3863452 

GTR 162 Full Race WB profile (Int) fully air
foiled, VG & speedbar blue & white with 
ultraweave MS proven performer in top cond 
must sell $1290 ono also 
Balloon Drop eqUipment 1 complete set incl 
everything necessary for your flight of a lifetime 
$139 also 
save your arms with a Pitchy $35 ph Chris (08) 
3220813 

GTR 162 Race (Int) blue La silver US low airtime 
$1200 ph Derek Hill (08) 2652295 

QUEENSLAND 
Mission 170 (Nov) gd cond fiys well bargain at 
$1500 ph Graham (077) 732913 

Foil 150B Racer (Int) yellow LE pink & orange 
US recent air frame overhaul gd cond $2000 ph 
Brenda (07)8494821 

Foil Combat 152C (Adv) practically brand new 
1 hr airtime immediate delivery $3700 ono also 
UHF Electrophone handheld with headset $500 
ph Barry (07) 2040569 

GTR 175 (Int) suit large pilot progressing from 
Novice flys very well gd cond new king post, 
uprights & flying wires sacrificed at $750 ono 
willing to help with freight ph Steve 018 778634 

Foil Combat 152C (Int) 1 yr old pink trilam LE 
mauve & lime US ex cond $3000 ph Neil (07) 
8881010 AH or 016 782091 anytime 

Foil 170B Racer (Int) near new cond $2300 ph 
Neville (07) 2057061 

Missile 180R (Int) black LE It blue US new flying 
wires & bolts gd cond $400 ph (07) 8012262 
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Foil Combat (Adv) 
7 mths old white 

IIII~~~~~'~~~~~~~IIIIII trilam LE sky blue & 
fluro yellow US 
white TS ex cond 

___ .- easy to fly well 

gd cond $800 ono ph Gavin (03) 5460130 H 

Robens Varlo gd cond $250 also 
XC Airman gd cond $1000 leave message for 
Bernie (057) 551753 

Moyes Mission 170 (Nov) yellow LE yellow US 
triangle yellow keel pocket white MS gd cond 
$2000 ono ph Michael (03) 3638085 AH, 6603308 
BH 

looked after $3400 
ph Geoff (03) 
8746243 

152 Foil Combat 
(Adv) flys well hand
les like a dream 
early model hence 
$2200 ph Rick (03) 
4271480 

lTV Saphlr 1 00 as 
new perf cond top 
European canopy 
at bargain price 
weight shift harness 
incl $2750 ph Anne 
(03) 8576036 

ACT 
Parachute Tandem Apco huge ph Tove for the 
specs $500 (06)2979081 

XS 155 (Adv) pink scrim LE It blue US white warp 
MS 18 hrs airtime only II $3200 ph Brett 
Freebody (06) 2368224 AH 2957434 W 

Foil 152C Combat (Adv) fully optioned white MS 
grey LE pink US 1 season old $2600 ono ph (06) 
2477526AH 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
-------------------- -----Mlsslon 150 (Nov) 

Ben Leonard with Katrina, Daniel, Jason, Simone & Robert blue LE white MS 
Falhawk Athlete 24 sq mtrs 40 hrs airtime ex 
cond no signs of porosity $1490 also 

Leonard - a promotional photo from Blacktown Advocate for the yellow US ex cond 
Lower Blue Mountains Club $2000 ono also 

Falhawk Apex medium size ex cond 20 hrs 
airtime $2900 ph John Salmon (09) 3833137 H 

-------------------------Zephlr 160 (Int) red XS 155 (Adv) king post hang gins near new cond 
$2700 incl freight ph (09) 4442569 XS 155 (Adv) currently certified model fluro yel

low warp MS fluro pink scrim LE purple & white 
US king post hang scrim TE band ex cond flys 
great low hrs only $3000 for quick sale ph Mark 
(066) 243111 

Gyro 180 (Nov) red with rainbow stripes apron 
harness ex training glider $950 ph Brad (077) 
792853 or Ray (077) 752607 

Mission 170 (Nov) all over red speed bar faired 
king post re-<:onditioned glider bag FREE freight 
anywhere in Old $1800 ono ph Ray (077) 752607 

Foil 1606 (Int) black Le red MS white TE fully 
optioned top cond $1400 ph Graham (074) 
488400 

Probe II (Int) pink & blue v gd cond photo 
provided incl freight & insur anywhere east coast 
ph (079) 396365 

Cocoon harness suit 6' pilot, blue v gd cond 
$100 also 
Parachute ex cond extended bridle $400 ono 
also 
Litek varlo v gd cond $150 ono ph Bruce (07) 
3782395 

GTR 162 (Int) orange & white sail well cared for 
must sell $800 ono ph Craig (079) 724253 W, 
737892 H 

Vision Eclipse 184 pink LE rainbow striped 
white US gd cond need to sell a bargain at $900 
ph Scott (074) 912948 or (07) 2626583 

Aero 170 (Nov) blue LE blue & pink US looks & 
flys great 12 mths old one owner ex cond $2300 
ph Mark (075) 322528 H 314911 W 

VICTORIA 
Flytec gliding flight + vario/altimeter digital for 
paragliders or hang gliders $450 ph (03) 
5791839 

UHF handheld tranceivers x 2 Electrophone 
TX475S cw battery charger, car charger, spare 
battery, car antenna base & cable, external 
speaker/mic, headset & external speaker for car. 
EC $875 the pair, may separate ph Karl (03) 
5786595 AH 8298518 BH 

Moyes Pod 5'6"-6' ex cond 6 mths old $250 ph 
(03) 7161328 

July 1991 

LE white MS rain
bow US ex cond comes with heaps of spares 
same perf as Foil 160B Race or Moyes WB $1500 
will freight anywhere in Australia also 
Aero 170 (Nov) white LE & MSyeliow USexcond 
$2000 ono also 
Mars 150 (Nov) fluro yellow LE white MS fluro 
yellow US speed bar Icaro batten profile $1500 
ono also 
GTR 162 Racer (Int) It blue LE grey MS It blue 
US fullyfaired speed bar gd cond $1200 ono will 
trade also 
Foil 1506 Kevlar Race 
(Int) blue LE white MS 
red US ex cond $2000 
ono will trade Mission 
in gd cond for this one 
ph Steve Ruffels (057) 
551724 

UHF radio Unlden 
UHOO5 handheld only 2 
mths old still in box ex 
cond $350 also 
Electrophone headset 
$50 ph Cristine (03) 
6612828 W (054) 
286220AH 

Foil 1606 (Int) gd cond 
ex 1st high perfor
mance glider $1500 ph 
(03) 5963808 

XS 155 (Adv) white 
scrim LE pink warp MS 
mid blue warp US 18 
mths old gd cond $3000 
ph Tony Klemm (052) 
441587 AH 
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go to the distant lands 011 thebOdiOr"l?W~lI. < 
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day hang gliding cqn\ler?iC)ri¢C)l.lr~(3$J1tt . 
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Paragllder Parapacific 
Tri-cell 24 sq mtr gd 
beginners canopy 2 yrs 
old 35 flights v gd cond 
fluro orange pack & har
ness $1000 (059) 
443815 

Altair 142 (Nov) with 
training wheels ex 
glider for lightweight 
person black red white v 

. Gon~~~i~i~~~~~?fp~;ttDei!!;Mj:l: 
•• (057) 551724 ><» 
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Tomas Suchanek wins 1991 World Hang Gliding 
Championship, flying Moyes XS 155 

Brazil , the exotic country where the jungle wild life is 
only surpassed by the wild life of the people. Sun , 
Samba and Sex took a back seat last February when 
the town of Governador Valadares played host to the 
1991 World Hang Gliding Championships . 
Tomas Suchanek performed brilliantly in extremely 
difficult conditions. Low cloud base and rain showers 
were the order of the day. The XS 155 was supreme in 

these tropical conditions . Many of the pilots were 
forced down early into mud up to their armpits , grass 
eight feet high and mosquito ridden swamps that 
would have made Indiana Jones turn paie. 
Tomas and his Moyes XS 155 overcame all these 
obstacles and proved that he and his XS are an 
unbeatable World Championship team . 
To become a World Championship team .... contact us at .... 

Moyes California 22021 Covello St., 
California 91303. 
Tel: (818) 887 3361 Fax: (818) 7020612 

XS 142, 155 Gutesiega l Cert ified. 
XS 142, 155, 169, U.S. H.G.M.A. Certifi ed. The World Championship Glider 

Moyes Delta Gliders P/ L., 173 Bronte Rd. 
Waverley 2024 N.S.W. Australia. 
Tel: (02) 387 5114 Fax: (02) 387 4472 


